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LATERAL EROSION IN THE UPPER ILLINOIS
VALLEY BY THE CHICAGO OUTLET

ABSTRACT

GiLeerT H. Capy, UNIVERSITY OF IrLiNois

The effect of the lateral erosion of the great stream known
as the Chicago Outlet upon the upper Illinois Valley has been
to truncate the normal cusps and indentations and to straighten
the valley wall. The effect upon the lateral (tributary) val-
leys has been varied. Some valleys have been dismembered,
as at Starved Rock, and others have suffered incision so that
they have been cut in two. Where Illinois Valley crosses
the LaSalle anticline the unusual resistance of the St. Peter
sandstone, présumably due to the folding, has resulted in a
conspicuous narrowing of the valley. In general there is a
definite relation between the character of the country rock and
the width of the valley.
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