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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN CHINA*

ALBERT LA FLEUR.

WESTERN InriNnois STaTE TEACHERS COLLEGE, MACOMB.

Data dealing with land utilization and crop distribution
in China have never been numerous nor easily available to the
geographer who has been interested in agricultural problems of
the Far East, however, it would appear that satisfactory statis-
tics may be obtained from the ‘‘Statistical Tables of Agriculture
and Commerce,”’” Pekin 1922, as that publication has served as
the basis for the following preliminary analysis.

The total area of China® is 2,440 millions of acres, of which
1,146 millions of acres are too arid for crop production, 64 mil-
Lions too cold, 488 millions of acres too mountainous, and 36 mil-
lions so lacking in fertility that erop production is impossible.
There remains, therefore, 706 millions of acres which may be
classified as arable land, however, only 176 millions of deres are
actually cultivated. To recapitulate, it is evident from this
analysis that approximately one-fourth (34) of the total area
of China is arable, but the Chinese are cultivating only 14 .of
their cultivable land. {

If the acreage of cultivated land be divided by the total
population (176,000,000+475,000,000) the area of cultivated land
per person is roughly 0.40 acres. If China proper be con-
sidered, the average is somewhat lower, being 0.38, whereas in
the United States the average area of cultivated land per capita
was 3.4 acres.

* Worked in cooperation with Q. E. Baker and E. G. Foscue,
1 “Agricultural Production in China’” (Economic Geography, Vol. 1II, No.
3). (Aispecial set of maps to serve with these data given here.)
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There appears to be, therefore, about ten times as much
cultivated land per person in the United States as in China.
Furthermore, the American citizen has access to the world
markets, whereas the buying range of the Chinese peasant is
limited to a half day’s walk or approximately an area with a
diameter of fifty miles.

The three food crops, rice, wheat and the sorghum-millets
oceupy 69 per cent of the cultivated land. Very little of the
land is used for fiber and forage erops, because the returns from
the food products yield a greater return, therefore, the most
valuable land must be reserved for its growth—an economic
principle which makes itself felt in our own cornbelt.

Rice, the most important crop, is cultivated primarily in
the southern provinces as indicated by these data:

TABLE II.
Percent of
Province Acres Cult. Land.
Chihli ............. 246,000 179%
Shantung ......... 253,000 2%
Honan ............ 1,260,000 8%
Shansi ............ 827,000 119%
Shensi ............ 340,000 6%
Kansu ............. 73,000 2%
Kiangsu ........... 5,000,000 36%
Anhwei ............ 3,500,000 519,
Chelziang ......... 3,817,000 69%
Kiangsi ........... 4,650,000 70%
Hupeh ............ 4,750,000 649
Hunan ............ 4,396,000 1%
Szechwan ......... 6,981,000 34%
Fulzien ............ 2,100,000 70%
Kwangtung ........ 6,200,000 70%
Kweichow ......... 1,852,000 69%
SrED LR e 1,230,000 " 68%
649,
QRN ProOper' ' .. wuil. s iomen 49,572,000 32.8% Total
Fengtien .......... 180,000 2%
Kirin .............. 109,000 1%
Heilunglziang ..... 8,000 .
Manchurio ...........c..iii.. 357,000 1.7% Total
Jehol .............. 3,000
Charhas ........... 90,000 109,
Suivan ............0 caeae.n cenn _
Mongolia ...........cciiiiiiainann 93,000 e Total
Sinkiang ......... ...l 88,000 4.49 Total

China and Dependencies.......... 50,110,000 28.09% Grand Total
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Wheat is the leading crop in northern regions. About
one-fifth of the total cultivated land is devoted to wheat, whereas
" _in the provinces of Kansu 50% of the cultivated land is sown to
wheat. The yields per acre are somewhat lower than in the
United States.

TABLE IIIL
‘Wheat Sorghum and Millets
| Percent of Percent of
Province Acres Cult. Land Acres Cult. Land
GHIBI s v 2,905,000 219, 966,000 39%
Shantung ........... 6,028,000 3T% 5,340,000 40%
HORRN = b 5,961,000 36% 5,255,000 33%
T T e TR e EERTR R A 2,159,000 29% 5,833,000 35%
BRensls ok o s ! 2,473,000 26% 1,833,000 25%
FEANRIE e 1,500,000 50% 362,000 1%
Kianggu .........0.... 4,061,000 299, 367,000 12%
Ankurie ............. 1,645,000 249, 2,114,000 15%
Chekians ............ 650,000 11% 603,000 9%
Kdanghd: oo ey 250,000 49, 116,000 2%
Hupeh .............. 900,000 %12 19,000 4t
HODAN. .. isivvsvneshine 608,000 5% 594,000 8%
Szechewan .......... 4,166,000 20% 40,000 1%
Balrten o0 o 287,000 10% 2,100,000 10%
KWaBgtung ... .. icis clpeaeas et R B (eI D ‘i
Kwangsl . ........040%. 100,000 A iedbied 2,
Kweichow ........... 125,000 5% 50,000 2%
YOnnan .ooau i vian. 200,000 10% 100,000 5%
China Proper......... 34,318,000 22.7% 26,697,000 17.7%
Fengtien ............ 221,000 3% 4,465,000 58%
FATIn 00 . e i 1,048,000 149 2,414,000 329%
Heilung Kiang ...... 153,000 189, 2,025,000 31%
Manchuria .......... 2,422,000 11.29% 8,904,000 41.29
dehel ot deu. 103,000 49, 2,226,000 83%
Ghaphan » 5 seiiaen 612,000 65% 174,000 18%
Suiyman -0 159,000 18% 416,000 46%
Mongolia ............ 874,000 19.1% 2,816,000 61.6%
Sinliang o0 801,000 40.0% 72,000 3.6%
China and ;
Dependencies ...... 38,415,000 21.6% 37,489,000 21.0%

Sorghum and millets as indicated in the above table, play
an important part in the agriculture of China. These crops
are being crowded out by the soy-bean.
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Horses are relatively scarce, and are concentrated primarily
in the northern states. This appears to be due to climatie
conditions which favor the water buffalo in the south.

Mules and asses are relatively numerous though poor of
quality, a condition characteristic of most of the livestock in
China.

Cattle are used primarily for draft purposes. It appears
as if the soy-bean serves as an excellent substitute for dairy
products.

Swine are as numerous as in the United States, but there
is no meat packing industry in China analagous to that in this
country.

Sheep thrive in the semi-arid states and offer a potential
source of great wealth.

Poultry are commonly found on nearly every Chinese farm
and this industry serves as a basis for a lucrative export trade.
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