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CHARACTERISTICS OF GRAPE VARIETIES
UNDER TEST AT THE ILLINOIS AGRICUL-
TURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

A. S. CoLBY

University of Illinois, Urbana.

During the last few years, with the increasing interest in
small fruit culture in Illinois, there has come about a considerable
demand”on the part of both the amateur and the commercial
grower for more detailed information from the Agricultural Ex-
periment Station as to the varietal characteristics of the small
fruits which can be grown successfully in the state.

In response to this demand a beginning has been made with
the grape. The information in the accompanying table has been
compiled from varietal studies carried on in the Station vine-
yard and cold storage plant at the Horticultural Field Laboratory,
University of Illinois, Urbana, from 1921 to 1929.

Since local conditions influence the blooming and ripening
dates, as well as other characteristics of the varieties, it should be
stated that the latitude of Urbana is 40° 7”. The altitude is ap-
proximately 755 feet above sea level. The average rainfall is 36.89
inches. The average annual maximum temperature is 98.1 de-
grees F., while the average minimum is —11.1 degrees. There is
an average growing season of 173 days.

The vineyard is situated on the eastern slope of a recessional
moraine, characteristic of the early Wisconsin glaciation. The soil
is brown silt loam of morainal type, merging into a black clay
spot at the base of the slope.

The data as given in the table are based upon a nine-year
average for most varieties. The letters B, G, and B, under color,
signify red, green, and black, respectively, occasionally being fur-
ther defined by P for purple and Y for yellow. The letters H and
M refer to home and market. The numerals one to five designate
varietal characteristics on a sliding scale of excellence. For ex-
ample, the figure one signifies that the variety so characterized
bears a very small cluster and berry, is lacking in hardiness and
vigor, is a very poor yielder, is very early in blossoming and ripen-
ing, very poor in eating quality, and keeps only a few days in
storage. The figure five denotes the other extreme.
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