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OF THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE WABASH VALLEY

BY
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In tﬂle summer of 1980, the University of Illinecis, through the depart-
ment of the Tllinois Archaeclogical Explorations and with additional funds

from th¢

Smithsonian Institution, began = preliminary survey of the

archaeoldgical remaing of the Illinois side of the Wabash valley. Dr. F. M.

Vreeland

of De Pauw University conducted the survey. He was assisted

throughout the summer by ¥. M. Williams and for a short time by the

writer.

The aim of the project wus to make a rapid reconnaisance of the archae-

ological 2
groundw

In th
sites a'ndr

emains of the region with a view to future exeavation and for 2
vk for a complete survey to be made luler.

irteen counties the survey located 710 mounds, 71 camp or villuge
39 collections. Many of the mounds had been demolished either

by vandals or by eultivation of the fialds in which they were located. Not

accounteq
mounds &

for in this total are 19 doubtful areas that were reputed to be
y local tradition, & few of which may be mounds but whoge ex-

teriors ate so changed that only excavation will reveal what they are.
Thesp thirteen counties were in two tiers, one fronting on Wabash
River and the other the next line of eounties to the west and through most

of which
larger pg

flows Little Wabash River, a tributary of the Wabash. The
rtion of the mounds was found in the fvst tier of counties,

usually on the ridge or line of hills which marks the boundary of the river

flood-plaih.

The Chenoweth group in Clark Couuty, composed of sixty-two mounds,

was the
larger at

argest and mest impressive. It is possible that the group was
one time, as the whole group is under cultivation, A s=mall group

of only t¢n mounds is loeated in the Dogtown hills near the town of Dog-
town in White County, overlooking Wabash River half s mile awuy. Three
of the group have been plowed over but are otherwise untouched. Two of

the grouy

in the ot

are in'a cemetery and have heen opened in digging graves for

ers. Although no scientific observer was present, Dr. Sibley of

recent buEials‘ It ig from these that we learn what we may expeet to find

Carmi ob
some sho
mounds a;
for some
symmetryl
like these

Lawny
a well-det
been plow
who have
Ate arran

ained from one of the men who dug the grave some pipes and
ets of miea with which the grave was lined. The other five
re in a wooded patch aeross the road and are untouched except
bmall holes, dug by vandals, that damuged nothing more than the
of the mound. One is seldom sc fortunate as to sce small mounds
with their original contours.

ence County is the Iocation of a group of twenty-six ‘mounds with
ined village site. All of the mounds are small and have either
ad over considerably or have been tampered with by pothunters,
left no record of what the mounds contained. Seven of the group
zed in a horse-shoc formation on a bluff overlooking a stream.

Another noteworthy group of forty<four mounds and a village site was

fonnd on

a ridge overlooking Embarrass River in Jasper County. The

ridge is gpproximately a mile long and from a guarter to s third of a

mile wide
Conel

nsions as to the contenis of the mounds eannot be made ag the

survey wis solely exploratory, but there ean be no guestion of the wealth

of archae

logieal material in the region.
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