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THE STRATIGRAPINIC POSITION OF TTIT HOING
SAND *
nY
L. K. WorKnaAN
Ninais Stale Geologicul Survey, Urhapa, Ilinois

The "Hoing sand” is a straium ol ssndstonc and gandy dolomnite, thar
hedra oil and gas in the Colmar-Plynionth Wield of southwestery McDonough,
County in western 1Minois. It was coeounlered al o depth: of 417 feel in an
oi! togt well on the T, Moing farm and from this farm it rocoived it8 namao,

The “send” varies from a poroas, white to brown, quartz sand to oz
mora or Jess porous, brown, sandy dolomite. The sand ziraing are of fine
te medivm size, apparontty having been well rounded aud frogied al the {iae
of their deposition but now more or iess coaled witlh geconda vy orvstalline
quarts. The delumitic sandstonoe and sandy dolomite hove @ matvix of brown
delomite cvyslals the zize of siif. Scatfered fragments of hrown vesinong
Bporaigites Ruroncrse are fornd in both the sandsione and srady dolomile,
The Ticing sand liss on 4 daris browrn, Wighly biluminows shale of 1he aguo-
Eeta formation and iy overlain by brownish gray, coarscly gramuler to ltho
graphic Iimesione In which sand grains of the Hoing =a1d UFDE are comrnon.

The Hofng sand wag criginally interpreted by Savage and Rlatchiey* az
being of Devonian “Hamilton ()7 ame, aud the stalement was made that
the ol ocours “fn o sandy limesfone that is doubifully dentified willi the
lower part of vhe Devonian or the appar part of ihe Situran gystema” I
later stirdiey, aller considorgbios trilling had becn done in the field, Morze
aitd Way® definilely assipned the Hoing =and to tho base of the Niagaran
serigs. TL was inforpreted sg “sand that was washed infe Lhe vallevs and
low arcus when ihe Maguokets shule wus Tand surface and exnosed o
evosion,” and that it was “reworked by the Nisguran sew.”

Sludies of nuimerous selz of sruple well cuttings from Wostern Tilinois
aring out e following pointa regurding ihie straligraphic ralationships of
the foing sand: (1) The unconformity at the buse of the Silorian does
not extend threurh the Maguoketa shale in this region and the Muqunlzeta
dors 0ol have any sand grains of (he Hong sand type which might be lofl
ag u residual product of ercsion to be roneendt ated by Siluvian scas as 1he
Haoing gand; (2) sand grains of thiz {ype are nol found in the tmdoohled
Silurian heds anvwhere in thiz region; (3) there are no iypical Siigrian
beds above the ¥foing sand in the Colmsr-Plymouth field: (4) sand groins
of the Heing sand type sre charveeteristic of hasul Devonizn sirats in this
region and alsewhere in Tlinois; (5) Lhe Hoing sand 11 the Colmae-Plymouth
£eld grades upward from pormgs sandstone inlo dolomitic sandstone an
finally into sandy, dolomilic thnestone of undonbted Devopian age; {(6) the
Heing sand and the limesione heds above it contain Spurangites Rironenge
torton in Davonian steatu; (7) the Hoing sand horizon i encountered in
wells westward from the Colmar-Plyinguth field where the Devonian uneon-
Tormity suceceszively overlaps Maguoketa and Kimmawick formations of Qrdo-
vic'an age.

It is thercfore concluded that the Heing sand is Devonian in e,
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