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ABSTRACT

The Vifia Cenchall iz in the heart of Chile in the Centrul Valley.. The
digtrict 18 gemiarid and development depends largely on water for irrvigation
provided by gtreams from the high Andeg. A shave of the water diverted
from the Lo Mapocho above Santiage and carried in a canal along the
valley side i delivered to the Vifig Conchall at the upper edge of the pro-
rarty and thenee distributed inoa carefully laid out system of ditckes reaching
avery lield. .

The size of the property is 275 acres, of which 100 acres aje in sieep
slopes of the mouniain foot and 175 acres are in the valley plain.

In this setting ithe owners have devcioped a high grade wine vineyard.
The valley land of alluvial gilt, deep and fertile, well drained and- well
watered, 1z divided hy diiches and roads inte 40 fisldy, praclically all ocou-
med by vineg, The sglope land iz unimportaat, being given over muinly 1o
unlilled pasture. Tn addilion theve are gwall patches of subsistence crops
digtribnied along Lhe buase of the slope and aleng the main road near lahorer’s
dhwellings, -

Thers are 26 smull house: in which tive ihe lixed inhabitaniz of the
estate, Chilesns of mixed white and Indiswa bleod, The Chilean proprictors
of the vineyard do not live on the properly. The princinal house is occupied
by the manager, a Frenchinan skilled in wine production.

The wine making cgtablizghment s at fle main travsportation focus of
the egtate, a location reflecting lhe necd for inunediate treatment of the
perishable crop an:d also the incentive to nearby raduction of the bulky fruil
tn 1 more commpact product. After n period of seasoming in gtorage vals the
product fy transportod by truck to o warshouse in Suntfisgo whence it is
digtributed to the Chilean market, The funectioning of the whele establigh-
menl moves it 1he annual cyele of grapes and wine.

The Vifa CGonchall ig typical of one sort of development in contral Chile,
In additicn there are grain farms, livestock farms and fruit orchards.
These all aire in contrast with rural establishments in other parvts of Chile—
unirrigated farms of the forest region a livle farther sonth and subiropical
oaaes few and far between in the deserl regions to tho novih.



