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Since the yliimate offect of the teaching upon the student iz of most
importence, the sindoni’s opinien of what i interesting and valuable in his
general ciucation ghould be eonsidered.

To obtain the student’s evaluation of what he stadies, a guestionnabio
was preparad which listed 46 diiferent learning elements, achievements and
activities eomanonly included in the high school chomlistry courge,  Kach
stuwdent in ien different high seliools of eilies having populationg From 1000
Lo 160,000 was ashed o judge eawch item as 1o whether it was interesting and
Aas o wiether it wae of general educational valun in later life.

Abstract ideas, if wag found, ave not interasiing and are uzially 1ol
recoginized ag of uch valus, especiaily if they wee difficull to comprohend.
For example, the theory of atomie structure and its relation to chomisal
actlvity was rated very low in both intorest and edoeations] value, Bow
laws arc derived was considered of intorest by only 3G per cewt and of edn-
carional value by 23 per cent of all the gtodents. Deterinining the weight of
i mctal thet would replace one gram of bydrogen ranked 32 per cenf in
interest and 42 per cont in educational valuc.

The data showed that what appeated most either Agpiics to life divectly,
provides purposefol activity, or explains the maiure of chemicaj activity.
The srudents congidered it very intevesting and still more valnable to learn
of the elements and coempounds essential te piant and snimal life, to legrn
of some of the chomical processes in the animal body, and to learn of ihe
chemistry related {o the howe. Taking trips to local! induglries wag con-
sldered very intereslizig by 94 per cent of all the students, and B% por cent
comsideved it of great sducalional vahie, Doing projocis was intercsling
to 80 per cent of all tie students, while 62 per cemi thought it cdncationally
valuable.

Leaining that clarifies the nature of chemical action is alse desired by
studants. For example, 88 per cent of the students were interested to know
that whon two elements were united chemically, the compound tormed has
entirely different peoperties from either of the two elements thums uniting,
witlle 58 per cont belleved {t of edacational value, Again, 74 ner ent
theitght it was both interceting and valuable to know that matter cannol he
destroyed, even by burning, but thai it can be changed in form into o dif-
forent substance, ’

The uses of the elemenis sl compends and the properties that make
them uselul appeal to the studenis of all the schools. The nees were rated
a8 Interesting by 75 per cent of the gtudents and as educationally valushle
oy BT mer cent,

In the light of the above data the teacher shonld asvociate the necessary
abgtract malerial as clngely ag possible with actual problems of his stndenty
experience. Learning elemoents can be made to appeal to students by pre-
gsepting them throagh projects, studies of loeal industrics, or othor activities
of interest 10 students.



