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The pecurrence of grassland in the floodplan of the larger rivers i or
hordering lilinois has bren disctssed by Brondel (188T), Gleasan (39107,
ITmisy 1797 and Sumpson {18210, The relationship of thig type of grass-
land to borlomland forest and ciher vopstalion types In the Mismissippi and
Minsis river valleys seems o be ag follows: Lhe customary ondplain Torest
ig crmmonly confined to a belt or zone f1om o Tew hundred zards o oa half
mile in, widih paralleling the rviver clianmel or survounding ponds and lakos.
The landward side of this forest type merges Into a prass asseeiation, at
first op ile hydric gide of mesophyiism, bot giving way in furn, as the
clovation of the Aoodplain incresses, to a mesic grass association.

Two such arcss were studied in the snmimer of 1930, in the Mississippi
fgodplain near Hillview, and Lhe [ineis [Kiver Hoodplain noy Lheast of Kamps-
witie.  Arn analysis of 1he szite [aetors of Lhose sitgations Jid not reveal
siriking diTerences belween thess arcas amd similar prairie arcas in the
niddle weslern states, excent for occazional flonding,

The spring foral aspeclt of these arceus is characierized by Lhe early
vegorarive phase of the gragses sl the fow sedges that will Iater dominate
e gipaticn.  In addition are a nuwbser of early blooming gpring flowors us
Cerastivma. Verenicas, mtellarin, Specularia, Amsonia, Ranunculus, Myosis,
Erizerons, Potenlilla, Apocytivan, Bi mbritm and Arahis.  TWw0o grasscs,
Alopecyrus and ifeginen are idenitliable und Fleaelharis is faivky oonlmon,

Midsunumer fnds tho following plants iimporiant in the habivst: & gt
iekuapicaa, Bidens spocies, Cassia, Ambrosiag, Iva, Apocynam, Hieiropents,
Vornoning, Owalis and Maphorbias, By this time Spar tina, Pondcwns pirgutim
and Calemugrostls conodessis have altained sueh siun am iw be the dominant,
couspicunus planis,

A statistiesl suevey, eonducled in early Scoromber povenled the following
figrigtic oharactor of tie praivie:  Spevbine Iichapaiomg is umhpl(ur‘uklv
dorpinant in bolh areas  Panicim vivgetuyn, although having a apoited
(ribation is locally lmportuvl Lo the peint of demiusnee,  Blecchoris palhustris
and Corex gpecios are refaiively impoerlant. Dotk arcas have alsn a repre-
sentation of dientyledonous plants, s fathrem olelnm, Cussin £ Rl ocrist,

Ndons Trichosperme, Awbrogia bidenfata, foe o ighe, Kupatoriien serofinitm,
and Gxulis corniounlnalus,

Tn mwany waye these arcas rescrmbic same of Lhe stages in prairie sue-
cession, a8 occurring in ihe BMiswissippl floodplain near Savanbpa, Iincis
(Sampson, 1521). Bowever, in this inslanee clear-cut sieps in succession
wera not dizcernibile, conversely thoere oceurred an abundanco of overlapping
of atuged.

Tha method of slaiistical anulysis employed was that devived by RRaun-
kiacr (Bainkiaer, 1918). The freqguency ourve of the areas in guestion
esgentially onincided with ihe curves dervived by other investigators clsewhere,
Howevor, “he results obiained more nearly spproximated Kenoyers cuvve




