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CONSERVATION OF WILD FLOWERS AND SHRURS
' A MUNICIPAL DUTY
BY
L. F. Guanany
Muvomb, Illinois

Qur native wild flowers ave.fast bacoming extinet hecausc peuple who
love them wiil nol let them prew and mature secd. Nutive ahrubbory is
fast following the flowors, in spite of the Tact that hrush holde the hilizides
and stops erosion.  Freoursge the hazel, the wild-crab, plum. the red and
black haw, porsimmoen, sassafras, the prickly, arcmuatic, and papor ushes,
the gerviee bush and red-bud, the wahoa or gpindle bogh, the gonscherries and
blackberries and the wild roses in the draws and washos and plant hickovry,
waluut, pecan, oal and the conifers on washed off Knobs and give nature
& chaneo Lo take care of some of hor own dood countrol nroblems,

Just new wlhen the early wild Nowers are blooming wo must not Torget
ihal mwny varieties ave fust disappearing. As a general rule, of the eurly
spring fowers only the violel and craneshill shonld ho pluckod ov trans-
pisnted in town., Most of the sulnmer and fall Howers gecd [reely and so
may be picked gencrously. Following is w list of some of (he Howers which
we shoild encourage in our wild parls by carefuily planling snch as are not
sirendy thers: 1lepatica, amnemone, wind-finwer, spring-beauty, buttercup,

lood-root, yellow-puecoon, wake-robin, purple trillivm, blue-heall, dotehman’s
breeches, may-apple, sweet-willian, dogrooth violet, shooting star, jack-in-the-
pulpit, pansy, havebell, soiomon’s seal, ledy’s slipper or moccasin Dower—
gli gpring Howers—und [ must not Torget the old praivie or Turk’s cuap lily,
aew geidom scon,

My we nol all go back to our heme town and if there iz no wild paik,
checle up on gome available rough land, sav twenty to 4 hundred acres, by
it ag a cemmunity or induce sumecne io buy or doopste it Tor the town!
Clear a Tew level gpaces for picnic, nali, and tennis grounds, Turn il over
ol honor lo the boy and givl seouts or high schosl to rule snad regiiake,
Give continued instruction and care toward developing a real pature’s garden
of ground floweis, tunpled vinss and shrubbory for the birds. When avail
able, & good spring or brook is un added wtiractinn, but good potable drinking
water must be provided, A good substantial fence is the next considerdtion,
then clean toilet armangements and an open building of steel construction
with shecl stes! corrugated roof large ciicugh to eover a zood sized crowd
should a storin arise. I the town has 0o large asuditorium, considecadion
might bo given the possibility of using this building [or Chautanaua, politics,
young folks conventions, 4-II work, atc. By all mesns, do not combine it
Wwith 5 ftourist park.

Uncle Sam hag vational parks, Jilinoiz has state parks, Cook County
has foresl prescrves and beautviful parks and plaFgrounds. Why not a wild
park and playground newr every cily and ftown in the Stale to hclp perpetuate
the many beatntilul native plenis, shrubg, and irceg and aid us all to know
and appreciate the outdoors and what natuve reveals Lo us of God and Hig
wenderful works For the ehildren of tnen.



