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ABSTRACT

The sorbean hag boen known in mngl of the conntries of the Grient since
prehiatorie times.  QOver fitty different nemes hayve been listed hy Fiper and
Morse, United States Depariment of Amrienlure, thus showing its greal
antiquity. I is safd to have been mentioned by the Chinoge Lmperor Chen
Nurg in the anetent Matorin Medica in the year 2888 1 C. Tt is also
deseribed in sovoral ancient Chinese dictionaries under different NAMes, nne
of which was son from whick, thoge authors slggest, onr  recent names
sol, soy, sufe and syt are probably derived. DeCandoile mays it is dovbtless
the plant ealled shur in the Chivese writings of the time of Confucions; ihat
Lhe spesies wug wild in Cochin-Ching to the south of Java when the apcient
people of Lhis region bepan o cyliivate it al o v 17 carly period.

A good deal of conlusion socms Lo havo Lrevailad Tor mny vears conceri-
ing tho correct batanical neme.  However, alier much stwdy of Lthe sohject
Piper and Morse concluded thal Lhe correct name musl be Rajfir s,

The soybean found it way into Furope near Lle close of Lhe eighicenth
CenEnry, itk criture having been reeorded in England in 1790, IT wag intra.

dnecd info the siate of Penng tig in the United States in 1804, bnl, for
many yeavs received only oceagional nolice.  Morse, in Farmers' Sulletin
1520, states that since 1%%) nnarcly all of Lhe staic experimont stations in the
Jnited States have condactod experiments with 1,

T has been only duving the last {wenty o Lwenfy-five years thaf the
farmarg of the United States have given attoniion io the crop, though a repart
read by W. M. Stoddard of Macoupin County, IHiinnis, at 5 farmers” instilute
in 1888 shows that the larmers of that community had a good deal of peac-
vieal Lnnwledge voncorning it No fipuves showing (he seresge produced in
the United States are given yniil the year 3917 when 80000 acres worc
reported Troin seveuteen states. In 1924 thore were 2,500,000 acres prown
ol which 813,000 acres were lwmrvested For sced, In 7930 the screage BFOWIL
for weed was 1,105000 of which R4 D00 weros ware grown in scven siales.
Tilitwis led with 321,000 ascres. followed in order by North Carolina, Missouri,
Towa. Ohin, Tenncssoe, and Oklghoma.

Probably lhe most mpotlant by-product of the aoybenn ia oil which js
nsed in the manufaciyre of paini. varnish, linoleum, aileloth, artificial leather,
cte. In the year 1922-23 9,528 000 pounds of soyheans were used in producing
1,482,000 poeunids of oil. By 1958-30 this had increased to 84,676,000 pounds
ol beans producing 12,482,000 ponnds of nil,

Experimenl stations in the United Slates have done qweh in improving
varieties.  This is notably itrue in Mincis, where, under the direction of
Dr. . M. Woodworth, he Illini, an varly variety of great merit has been
developed.




