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PRYCHTATRY IN THIL CUEIMINAL COURTH OF COOK COUNTY®
BY
MTwey E. Horrwas, 3L Th
Direcior, Reloawior Clinde of the Criminc] Cowrt of Cook Counly
Repart For Lhe Fiscal Yesr, 1933

Orgonization—The Behavieor CQlinde of ile Criminal Couart of Cook
Cewmnly, wilch came into exislence April I, 1931, is essoniially a diagnostic
glinie, giving advisory psyehiastric serviee to the Judges of lhe Criminal
Court. The Clinic is dizinterested in the legal sspect of the cages referred
for examination. Ifs aim is the intensive study of ihe judividual offender—
his mental, phyeical and emotional malke-up—-hiz environment, and thes io-
teracticn of that individusl aod that enviroomend. il is hoped thal such a
seientific stady will make for a hetter understanding of criminals and the
forezs motivating anti-social behavior and thus help to combat the mensce
of crime Lo sociely.

Heape wnd Helhod- A psychiatric examination may be availed tor any
offender whomn, the progiding judge gees HL to have examined. TReguests for
examinalions ave made fo1r numerous teasons, the most freguent of which
are: 1) to determine the sunify of the individoal; 23} to dofermiine his i
iellecinal capacity: 3) to determine his suitability for probation.

BEvery paticnt referred ro the Bebavior (linie s given several types of
sxamination: 1) a parehological cxamination by the psrehologist Lo ascer-
tain Rig mental ability and o determine what can be expecied of him in
Lerms of sacial and industrial adjustmoent; 23 s comprehensive social his-
Lovy of the patient Trom relatives, friends, other agencies and individoals
who have bad contucet witls hiin, Lo learn all the portinent tfacls copegiming
his family background, sarly life bistory, laler experiences, and a detlaiied
gludy of s environment in an effort to arrive at a moce thoreugh uwuoder-
stunding of 1he patienl in view of his baclkground; 2) a physical exaring
tion with speciul atfention to comstitutional and peurelogical defects when
gich an exandnation appears necessuyy; 4) a psyehiatric axarmination by ihe
peychiatrist: (a) to evuluate the personalily manifegiations of Ulie porzon;
{h) to coerdinate all findings and from them mwalke a report to the judge for
use in determiniog the disposition of the case.

Bofore the hesring coples of the psyehiatric exandinalion and concla
siong are sent simulianzously to the presiding judge, State’s Actorney, and
altornoy Tor the defenge,  Affor legal disposition of the case copies of the
asyveliatric, psyehological and aocial service reports are sent (o the institu-
tion to which the pabicnt Is commiiiod or zentenced, or o the Adult Pro
bation Department should he be granted probation.

Rejerroty—3ince the Clinic’s inceplion 790 cases have been referred for
pratzination, of which 316 were referred during the A=cal yoor of 14383, ac i
creaze of B per cent orver the punber of referrals in 1932, Of these, £0%
pases received ithe routine psyehialric and psyehological esaminations and
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intensive socia) scrvice invesiigalions: 2 were given physical examinalions
ondy upon order of the presiding judge; 10 cither vefused examinaticn or
were dischavged belore the peyehiatrist could sce them; 2 have nol yet been
examined. '

Diegnises—3ixteen per cent of those examined were found to be aclively
psychotic and were committed o hospilals for menial diseases. en per
cent were found to be mentally defeclive Lo un extent warranting commiit-
ment to an ingtitution for the feebleminded. An addifional & per cent were
rocnlally defective (horderline), but not sufficienily Jow ov eonunitrment.
Tt happens that herelofove in the majarity of these cases our findings of
leeblemindcdness have had necessarily to be disregarded by the Court be-
cause of the danger of escape from a hospilal for Lhe feebleminded (such as
Dixon or Lincoin), and the offender, if found guilty, sentenced to Pontiac
or Joliet. However, since the establishment of an instituiion for the ie
fective delinguenis and the passage of new laws by thoe State Legislature
permitting the commitment of gueh mdividuals to Lthe Department of Public
Wellare, the defective delinguenis, so diagnoged by the Behavior Clinic, are
being committed to the Depurtment of Puablic Welfare at the Joliet Peni-
tentiary and from there are transferred to the proper institution. Our
findings obvionsly cxpedite matiers for the Diaghostiz Institute at Jolict,
for the psychiatrizts there accepi our findings without furlher examinalion
and dispose of Lthe prisoners accordingly,

About 8 per cent of those patients cxamined were Found to he suffering
Trom some menfal or nervous disturbance or personality defeet (psychopathic
personality, drog  addiction. neurosis, emotional instability, inohviely,
epilepay, ambulatory anlomatismm), but not sufficiently serious to warrant
commitment by the Court to a hospital for mental diseazes. In most of the
cases treafment has been recolnmended. The remainder were found to he
negative, that is, no evidences of organic or tunctional nervons or montal
disease weve sscertained.

Sowrees of Eeferral—The cocperation of ihe Judges and overy divigion
of the Criminal Court has nol only continued but inereased. Degpite the
changoe in the judges sitting in the Criminal Court, orders for examination
originating directly from the jndges has increased. In 1932 approximately
C&5 per cent of the caseg referred Lo the Belmvior Clinie for examination were
reguested by the jodges themselves, Tn 1933 approximately B per cont were
reguested by the judges. DMost of {he judges gifting in the Felowy Cowrt
huave refcrred ecases in the Beliwvior Clinie for exsmination, and soveral of
the Judges Trom (he Boyy Court. A judge of the Sowth Chicago Courl re-
ferred a bay Tor exwinination who wus being held in the County Jaii awail-
ing trial in his court. The Public Defender's office has vequested oxaming-
lticns i1 approximately 16 per cont, and the State’s Attormiey’s office aboul b
per cenf. The publie at large seems Lo have become more aware of the
Clinie's service for 10 per cent of the private counsels for defense have ve.
ferred cases 10 8 as against § per cent of last wear. TReferrals by uembers
ol the patient’s family, or friends, has shown s siight increase from 3 per
centl of Jast wear (o 4 per cent of 1hizg year. The jail authorities (the
Warden, Assistanf Warden, and Jail physician) have -reforred 6 pore contd;
sther social agenciss, including the Buveatu of Public Welfure, Criminal (Qourt
division, Rural Service and Velzruug SBerviee divisions, aml the Juvenile
o, aboul 7 per cenl; the Adult Probation Departinent £ per cent. In one
inztance a Federal Probation Officer referrod a female driig addicl Tor ex-
aminativi; the Durole Cfficer of Pontiae Retormutory asked for examinations
of two hoys on parole whom e had ineareeralod in lhe County Juil for the
purpose of oxamination.  (In botll inztancez the bovs were found to bhe
pavehotie )
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Charges.—Individuals chargad with every type of offense from disorderly
conduer and vagrancy Lo incest and murder, have heen relerred fo ag for ox-
amination. OFf the cases veferved the largest number were those indictod on
sex crimes (52 per cent), ineluding rape (10 por cent ol ithe total nuinbear
reterred), erime vg children (14 por cent ol the fotal number referved),
erime v nature, incest, indecepl liheriies, and contribuiing to the delin-
guency of minors. The next lurgest group were those charged with robbory,
{17 per cent), 15 per vent of the cases referred were charged with muordor,
12 per cenl with burglary, 9 per cenl with larceny and 4 per cont with
“white coliar critaes”, such as embeszlement, forgery and confidence game.
Anong the offenders retound for examination were hdividuals serving sen-
tence at the Counly Jaii for viclation of the Municipal Code on such charges
as disorderly conduct, soliciting, vagrancy and nom-sappovt. 1o five in-
stances individuals held in the County Jail [or safekeeping while awaiting
trangportarion to Federal prison or other institutions were referred For
sxamiration.

KBtage of feferrel.—Thouglk it was intended that cxaminations by the
Bohavior Clinin he made affer an individual was convicled of a crime, but
ot yei sentenced, the majority of {he cases (80 por cent) have heen re-
terred after indictment, bub hefore eonvietion; 12 per eenl were referred
wfter aivest and before indictment; 3 per cent referved weve already serving
ser~ence in the County Jail. The remuinder were in the County Jail either
on hubeas corpus writg, for safekecping for parole glficers, O Were Proge-
ciating wilnossea.

Additiona! Services—The Behavior Clinic performs many services 1o
thae Conrt inecidental to its work proper. Somelimog cmergency physical ex-
aminatings have to be made and pulients treated. On u [ew occusiont the
peyenialrist Tus had to make home or hogpital visitg i determine the finess
of an individual to appear in court, Qccasionally the psychiatrist is called
ala cenrt (o oanswer guestions invoelving psyehological paenomena.

(1)  Erperf Testiniony.—The psychiatrist is ealled into court to teghily
regarding @ patient’s mental eondition in ciases where & diaguosis of 3
psychosis (insanity) or feeblemindedness has been made w arranting fon-
witment to a Stute hespital. Thus the Court is saved 1he expense nf paying
cutzide psychiatrists for their testinony, and evon more impor Lant, elimin-
atos the so-called “huttie of alienists”, for the Oadings cf the Clinje ave. i
nearly every case, accepled by the State and the Defense as inpartial us-
hinzed conclusions.

I muny instanees where o patient is found to he euffering {rom a
seeatai digease Lie i@ commiitied at once to a State hospilal upon testimony
of the Olinie psychiatrist. Thus, net only are maifers oxp iited, Dt the
County is suved the expense of a friul, the impaneling of a criminal jhny,
ike time of the judge, the progecution and the defense. And fhe patient ig
spared the ordeul of a trial nntil his sanity is vecovered.

The paychiatrist has on several occasions beew called by the HSiate’s Atl-
torney’s oTice to examine a suspecl in a murder case at the time of the in-
quest, egpecially where 1t iz anticipated that inganily will be used as a
dofense. (T the recent Wynckoop case T, Holfmen, besides making
peychistric examinations of the chief snspects, Dr. Alice Wynckoop and har
gon, was present during every interview witll 2ll ihe suspects in the case.
Duving the initial investigaticn in the Slate's Aftorney’s oilice the psyehiairis
was callet; in to make a psyehiateic examination of the Touwhy gangsters
suypecied in a pending kidnapping case),

{2} Educalion.—Frequenl informal conferences are held between the
psyehiatrist and judge or attorney conecrning medico-Tegal problems. It 18
very cpeouraging to nota the growing interest among fhe practitioners of
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luw in the cavses of criminal behavior and ity lreatment, to note the yaaring
away from the old conception of @ set punishmeni for i sot offense-—a step,

we feel; in the right direction, .

{3) Ifeform. —JTust as after vears of discussion in medical, legal and
academic cireleg lhe Behavior Clinic finally emerged, so foo. affer much dis-
cuggion and Avally through the conceniraled efforts of 1he Dehaviov Clinie,
an institution for defective delinquents and a radical change in the commii-
ment of thal type of nifender, have heen evolved. Though the necd has been
long standing, it was nob until Dr, IDarry & Hoffman cobesed the general
agftation into concrele meetings, committees and potent propaganda, that
an amendment 1¢ “An Act to belter provide for the care and delention of
feebleminded persons”, was finally passed by the State Legisiature. In Sep-
tember, 1933, a theory becaine an actual reflorm. By this law defective de-
linquents are committed direcidy to the Slate Depurtment of Public Welfare
who in turn, atter receiving an infensive psychiatric study at the Diagnostic
Depot in Jollet, are clussified and committed to the proper institution. In
those ingtances where a patient has been exmmined by the Behavior Clinic
the Mindings of the Clinic ars aceepted without further examinations; thus
the litue and expense of the psyehiatric group st the State Poniteniiary are
saved.

o Personnel. -l 18 intended that all the members of the staff will even.
tually be placed wunder Oivil Service. Thus far oply the supervising
psychiatric socinl worker Talls in  Lhis category. The prychiatrists were
gelzcted by the Chicago Institute of Medicine; the psyehologist and moedieal
slenographers were appointed by the Director of the Clinie. The staff ag it
wus oviginally concelved, consisting of two half Lime pesvehiatrists, a full
time psychologist, o regidenl physician, two psycliatrie socis] workers and
stenographic scrvice, was barely adequate. With the depleted budget,
effective gince Mareh, 1932, which elimninated entirely the services of the
regident physician and one socisl worker, and ent the psychologist’s serv-
fecg Lo liwdf time, the Clinie Lusg been working under u handicap, despite
which the case load has increased and the service widened, especially since
ihie Courts have becolne acutely aware of jts exigience and dependent on its
e vices,

The Behavior Clinje has now boen it existence for 32 months, We feel
that it has well justified its establishment not only for {ts work as an ad-
visory psyehialdie service to the Courts, nov ag an economy meuasure effecting
d savings fc ihe County, but more lmportant, for its ineuleation into the
spivit of the Jaw and the philosophy of those practicing it, the conception of
the offender as o mentally sick individnal in need of study and trestment
rathar than a pariah to be punizghed aceoriling to the heincusness of his
offanse,
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