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ABSTRACT

The rominon barberry, criginally from the Himalaya Mountains of Asiz,
was carried into eastern Furope and from thove 1o Amerina by eurly colonigts.
The fight against the rust-gpreading plant was begun locally in grain pro-
ducing regicns in ¥France about 1660. The Drogram was soon talen up in
wrmany and Sngland and in the Ameorican colonies as early ag i726. A
nalion wide campiign was earcied on in Denmark in 1903 afier a4 luw was
Paseed against this bush. In 1918, the United States Department of Agricul-
ture cooperating with state agenvies, siarted a campaisn o eradicate common
barberry from thirtesn north central grain preducing stales.

The ability of this plant t¢ multipiy and be distribuied and te adapt
fieell Lo growing under vavions condifioms of soil and mofsture hus coropli-
cated the fight to extorminate il

Cne barberry location was roforred to near Houthborough, WMassachus-
selty, where a spread of rust was reported in I79% by Timoihy Dwight,
Trestdent of Yale. One bush wag accused of causing serious rust damage
to a wheat field, Pictures were shown to illustrate how the barberry has
muitiplied until now there is a wilderness of barherries growing in some
of the feids of thet region. Tn thiz seetion the hush has become a pasture
ez,

A location in Lake Jounty, Illinais, was described ag having &pread
from @ plauting in Gurnee. Woodlands, fence lines, snd roadsidcs covering
about 35 square miles have heen infested by the progeny of that one planfing.
Eusghes were most numerous on the H. C. Lake farm ahout one 1ile irom
the original planting. On that farm 48,435 bushes, many of iher iarge,
fruiling bushes, wove killed from 1925 Lo 19235, A eareful seavell of the farm
netted 5,860 smadl to medium sized bushoes in 1830, and an egually diligent
Bearca in 1338 vesulted in the destructinn of only 435 small bushes. Thus
the burberry bughes zve belus brought under control,

A lolal of 2,669,411 common barborry hushes and zeedlings hag bheen
feund and destroyed in IHlineis from 1918 to 1933 These plants, if they had
been equally disivibuted, would have covered this Blate af the rate of one
woeach 13 acres, In the 12 Stateg of the barberry eradization area, 12,107,222
barberry plants have henn, destroyed.  Definite redustion of ruel losses bus
followed the remnval of these sowrean of lection,

e flgnres eompiled by the Dlant Disegse Survey of the United Stafos
Deparitsnt of Agviculture show thal for the thirtsen states of the Darberry
Hradicalion area the average annual losg of wheat due Lo black afom rust
during tlie siv years 1916-1921 was £1,279,000 boghels; during the fellowing
six year period the average annual Ioss was redunced to 17,845,000 hushels;
and diring the jast six vear peviod 1928-103% the svevage annual loss was
brought down (0 only 2,471,000,

Barhorvies are knowi o be srowing in many iocalions where the secds
hizve been zcatleved by hirds and other agencies from old plantings.  Practi-
zally w1l of Lhe planted bushes have been destroyed. Records indicate 1he
axigtense or probable presence of remaining bushes near locaricns whero
old bushes had growin, Those records giniptity the future soareh for bushes.
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