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ARCHAEDLOGICAL RECONNAIRSANCT WORK IX
SOUTHTRN ILTIN O18, 1033
EY
Brrer W, Mrrwis

Soutkern Nlinois Stufe Normal University, Carbondole, 1llincis

Lring the year of 1833, under the acspices of Dr. Warren . Moorehead
of Pbillips Academy, some archaeological reconnaissance work W8S UGng in
Soulhern IMineis, primarily in connection with axes and celts alrendy oul-
lected. Of secondary importance was the locating ct various forms of Indian
remaing und the collecting of surface material. In connection with the study
of the eeifs and axes, sixtecn collections were visited, photographed, and
studied; forrteon others were visiled ana siudied, but no phatographs ware
taken; asnd iwenly smaller collections are listed and may he visited Iater,
The work included over twon thougand miles of travel and the taking of over
fwo hundred photographs. The summary of the work on gtone axes hag been
stbmilted Lo Dr. Moorehend,

Al ef the study was confined to Southern Tliinois, but the maiter of
foeating and vigiting sites was largely concentraied abont Jackson, Willigm-
son, Johngon, Union, and Alexander countics. Ag s resull of the work, the
Tollow’ng remsing were located and mapped: large towng-—7; village sites
or camp sites—168: mounds or monnd groups-—42; rock shelters—28; work-
shops—-21; “stone forts”—5; burizls or burial grounds—>58; rock carvinge—.
7: limestone caves—7; Jint quarries—3s; salt works—3; sall loks—3 3 Lrails
—3; and miscellansous—12, Under miscellaneous ig included one gpring
said {0 have been walled up with rock, and tour small areas where there
seemod (o have bheen fire for a long period of time. Many of the sites wore
vigited and collections of surtace material were made,

Perhaps the most outstanding of the gites visited, and one whieh has
prebably never been reported in print, is the Kincaid group of mounds
located near Brookport. This group of mounds covers an ares almost one-
half mile sguare Tocated along ihe bhankg of Avery Lake. TlLe largest of the
mounds is ahout 650 feei long, 250 fect wide and 40 feet high and covors an
area of approximately three acres. Tan shape it is described as a woman’s
inverted shoe. Al the extreme west end, corresponding to the heel, is a sout
of “runcated conieal mound that is about €0 feet across at the top sand 40
Teel. high.  About 20 feol lower is a smal! neck of Tand 25 feet across, which
connects to the sole, which in turn, is about 200 feel long, 100 feet wide at
itd widest point, and 15 feet lower than the hoel or 45 Teet above the level.
Near the toe i3 a graded way about 40 feol wide leading down southeast
toward the center of the village.

The second largest mound is about 375 foet long, 175 feot wide ard 45
feet high. Tt has a fat iop on which are loeated g house, barn, and other
huildings. There are two large mounds of the truncated square byramidal
t¥pe about 250 feet in dHameter at the base and 25 feet high, close to the
others already mentioned. There are three slightly smaller monnds neariy
one-hallf’ mile away at the east end ol thiz village site. The area belween
has a few mounds some tour to eight feet in height and 75 to 150 feet in
diameter. ‘I'his area algo eontains severul iarge depressicns apd what appear
to be A numher of hulrings. Northwest of the Iargest mound are three large
depressions,. the largest being over 500 feet across.

This site seems 1o veprasent the same culture us the Angel group near
Evangville, Indiana, the Milligan mound in Dogtooth Bend near Cuirn, and
the Linn site in Tnion County. It should be studied more in detail, pur
ctiased by the siate, and presorved as a park.
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