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- Wild Life Sanctuaries
S dens Jensen ‘ .
Btvinda, Ningis .
It was my good fortune tg make g discovery last summer.  Just out-
Bide the ciiy limits of thcago, the brehigtoric Glenwond beach, a reminder
of il early history of Yaie Michigan, rises quite conapicuously over the
vraivies. Very litile s loft of itg originel tree eover in the way of gaks ang
maples and olher blants wgnally founq - zandy or gravells lands in {hig
region, Much of thig Erowih was noteg by early botanists, hut ONe prove
hear the cily of Niles Center apparenily escaped their attention. Here last
SUmmer a. colony of Pepperage { Nysse multifinrg ) was found. Some of the-
trees measgred about eightesy inches in dameter, There must. be a dozen
good sized trees, guite g few smalier ones, and hundreds of saplingy, The
undergrowth coutzlets of biueh rries, chole berries, and other plants usually
associated with thege trees. On Investigation 1o the west of the old beach

quite g depression was found which years age must hiave boen 4 Ewamp

that. supplied. the trees with moisture, The SWAILD has been drained by
real esiate speculaters, ‘but on ig margin grew remants of several varietieg
of dogwood, meadow RWeet, sedges, ang other swamp plants, Thig gorove, -
O whal iy jeft of it, represents & hit of lantseape strangze to thig region.
The bepperage and some of the other planig are pioneers that have marched
westward [rom their original home, und ag far ag {he Wwriter knows, with
the exception of 4 few scatterad plants in south Evanston which are dying,
and a group reported by Dy, Pepoon i Rogers Parlk, dextroyed lorg ago,
thers is no other record or these freey anywhere else in this region. 1Ip
other words, they are on the western rim of their natural habitat,

The few remaining tameraclc bogs in the Fux Lake area ware also ex-

DPlored last summer, One of them +ag found to econtain several groupy of

yel_low_ bivch (Returq lulen) 80 rare in Ilinois, but still more sm-prislng’-wag
& section of thig bog with niountain gsh in ag giages of growth. The older
irees were suffering from scarcity of muistiire, Perhapa too their vitality
18 poorer in this southern home. Theso two varieties, yeilow birch ang
mountain ash, as fay ag the writer knows, are on the sowthern 1im of their
natural! habitat, The undergrowth congists largely of grey dogwood, flep
verticillate, Vacciniym darborium, and numerous terng, Thig bog {s located
& few miies east of Antioch, : : i

Of the oiher bogs, one especially hag heeome familiar to botanists and

. teachers because of jig unugual 'character and ifs northern fors, The pitcher .
‘Dlant (Sarracenig furpurey) is quite numerous, also several varietles of the -

orchid family and othey plants rave in Minofs. There were a few scattered
yellow biveh saplings and one was puzzled to know Where they hag come
from. Poigon sumac (Bins verniz) is alse plentiful._ Years ago this bog
had quite a bool of water in the center; an old boat hidden in the rushes
told the story of jtg tormer depth, Last season it Was a mud flat with g Yew
turiles plowing throngh it in saarch of water, This open center is sur-
rounded by rushes, caftails, and other bug plantg, followed by tamarack
and plants associated with them., Tt ig the most complete tamarack bog
the writer hag seen.
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The problem of chief interest jg what 15 to become of these plant
sanctuaries which teach us the natural migration of plants, the struggle
for the survival of the fittest, and give us al inderstanding and knowledge
not to be found anywhere elsé and therciore mogt essential to odr intel-
lectual growth. Their destruetion, and this is on. the way, 1s due to - ouvr
{ailure to understand that all lite is part of the same creation, linked to
gether into a wholegume growih in the evolution of things. » .
My suggestion is that such sanctuaries, wherever tound, should be pre
sorved and become part of our educational sysienl rather thamn our palitical
gystem. They should be accessible, Lo a degree consistent with their preser-
vaiion, to all centers of learning., They might come under the supervision
and belong to more than one school distriet in the vicinity of which they
are found, 80 that the expense of guarding them L[rom exploitation woeuld not
full on one district alome. The State should also share in the purchase of
these tracis and in their upkeep. :



	0980093
	0990094

