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in previous yneetings of the Jiineis Academy of Seclence, thse writer had
discussed varions prehistoric reraains. in aouthein Tiinois and pointed out
.pdssibilities for archaeologmal rescarct, The present Daper makes & SUE
gestion for a possible MeRnsS of coordinating {he varions men and agencies
i intereste_d- in the figld of archaeology go that the entire fiold - can ‘he more
_thoroughl¥ covered and made avaitable for geientific gtudy.

There ig a large pumher of persons in southern TIuneis actively engaged .
in making collectiond of Indian artifacts.. Many ok these mMeN have in tarn.
& congiderable following of farmelrs; gohoolho¥ e, hard-road workers, €iC. who
kesp them informed on gpecimend thei may fave heenl i'o_urid and on gites
that have heen yigited OT discovered. Of course the collecioy has 1o pAY
emall atpounis for thisg service, put it seerns worih while.  Bome of these
men are thus enabled to have such & wide gequaintance that they 8ré koph
i very close touch with archaeologicsl digeaveries. _ S

The guestion comes up as to whethet it would not he degirable IoT OIS
orga.nizati'on such as the State Historical gociety, the Forestry Service,'Statia
Parks, or the Department of Archaeqlogy' at the_University of Chicag?, {0
organize a elgaring house in which permanent records of the findings 0

' these men in ghe fleld could pe assemmbled. : _

There are, to be =uie, many objections to ogvercome in a plan of this
gort. In ihe first place ihe collectors themselves will object. Many of ihem
feel that the prot‘essi.onal geientists have not heen especially_ geientific in
their work ner Friendly ix their attitude, and £0 hegitate to divulge the
1oeation of priomising sites. Fov ipstance it I8 claimed the gelentizt doos not
remain in touch with areas gtudied afier he has completed his field-work and
hence sornetimes fajls to nete some of the most interesting and valuable
finds. o : ’

on the other hand the geientific prganizations have & contempt for- the
research ability of the 1ayman and feel that they ghould not work with the
“Pot—Hunters". @till, since the 1pcal collectord will gontinue to exeavoie,

axplore, and_collect, even if the work 1s done mevely 0 gECure gpecimens, an

interview will treguently give much informeation regardin'g {ha 0CCUrente Q

various artitacts. Again, many of-the local collectors nave had good train-

ing. For instance o0 man worked for some time with Dr. Moorhead. while

atharg have collected in the 1peal ared gnd have roally become gpecialists in
the loeal feld. Tn fact some of these men have beent able to draw interesi-

" ing, tentative conclusions and, from their reading ond actual finds, produce
'cnnﬁider_able gupporiing avidence.

) Ancther objection ig ihe cost of clerk hiré. postage, iraveling pApenses,
~eten put here alsd the cost would be less than that of maintaining 2 few
. gindents jn the feld. Federal funds poight even pe gecured to caryy oo this
work a2 a part of the Torestry Preserve movement, or in connection with
gome other form of public work.,

All of these obstacies would: serve to hinder the guccessful carrying
through of ihis gcheme fOF eooperative regearch; and yet ib would seem that
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the State Historica.l Soetety op othef central 2ZOncy couiq recognize in some
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