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Bannersto_nes and Related Ceremonial Objects
' From Southern Illinois

Irvin Peithman

The Bannerstones und related ceremonial objects from southern Illinois
here described are grouped according 16 four regions: first, the lower half
of the Euskaskia River: second, ail of the Big Muddy River and its tribu-
taries; third, the Mississippi Bottoms ‘sonth of the meuth of Blg Muddy;
and . fourth, Cypress Creek in Johnson and Union ecunties. The statements
are based on trips made over the various village sites that are located on
the .above mentioned sireams and on a study of collections of relics.
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Fig. 1—Artifucts from Big Muddy River and tributaries.

On the lower half of Kaskaskia Ttiver the predominating problematical
formas that have been found on the village sites are the discoidal and
plummet. These twe types are well madé and are above the average in size

- and symmetry. The bannerstone, gorget, and pendant are very scarce here
and oniy several iave boen found in late years. In only rare instaneces have
broken ceremonial objects been found in the debris of the various villaga
gites, : o i :

Slightly te the southeast of Kaskaskia River lies Big Muddy River and
its tributaries; Deancoup Creek, little Muddy Riverw, and Crab Orchard
Oreek., In anclent times these streams were more thiekly pepulated as evi-
denced by the numerous: large and small village sites. Along DBeaucoupn
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Creek one finds g converging of all the problematical forms in larger nom-
bers than in any other given. area in sonthern Iliinois, C

All of the known types of ceremonial objects common to southern 1llinois
have been found on the Big Muddy River village gites. Here one findg many
broken ones of which quite a few show that they have been reworked and
some have rapair holes drilled through them. The bannerstones gre TOry
interesting in that they show finish and symmetry of the very highest degree.
The general iype is somewhat tube-like with short wings and very clogely
rasembhles the types that are found in Kentucky and Tennessee, They have
a 8lighily curved under side whils the top has a very pronocunced ridge
extending the length of them. Quite a fow unfinighed ones have been found
here. These are very interesting for they show in the unfinished hole a core
made by a reed drill. The.favorite material from which the various forms
were manufactured wag basalt, slate, quartziie, and hematite, The dizscoidals
and plommets from {he village sites on thiz stream are the same general
t¥pe as those found in the Kaskaskia Liiver ares. The gzorgets and pendants
are found in more shapes here than in any other locality in southern
Illingis. A few beatslones and cones have been found on different sites here
but they are not common gver the whole of gouthern Ilinois,

Thes village sites along Missgissippi River south of the mouth of BRig
Muddy River are fewer in number bui, much larger in size, the various
Problematical forims that liave been Tound on the Big Muddy River sites are
almost entirely ahsent with the exception of the discoidal and it hag changed -
from the large thick type found on Kaskaskia and Big Muddy sites to a
small, thin, slmost siraight-sided dise, many ‘of which have heen perforated
In the center. There have been tound here various forms of Il'u:r_mn—eh‘igj,r
pipes made from stone, :

The problematical forms that have been found on Cypress  Creek are
very similay to the ones from the Big Muddy River area. The bannerstone
predominates over the other torms, the plummets and conss aro absent, and
the disccidal iz the same general type as those found on the Mississippi
River village siles. i ) .

Over the whole of southern T1lnols all finds of bannerstones and cere-
‘monial objects have heen mads on the village sites, both large and small.
Finds in mounds or barials have been confined to pottery, clligy pipes, copper
and flint implemenits, ) )
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