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ABSTRACT

The United States Chamber of . Commerce veports that the comibined
logges due o insect pests and plant diseases in the field are less than thaoze
caused by weeds alone. So, in Iliinois seed production is 111qepd,rably related
to the Canadian thistle problem and this is the season. of the year for people
te become weed conscious and plyn for & more conrontmted attack on. the
worst field weed In our Btate,

A yeav's purvey, based on reporis submitted by thistle commmwﬂe{‘s
threughout the state, shows there are today in Tllinois 104,600 aerey of
Canadian thistles, the equivalent of four and omehalf townships, approxi-
- mately 156.4 square miles. Laid end to end they would reach from Bluom-
ington to St Louis,

The thistles are scattered over ffty-six ot our hest f.-],rmmg conuties in
patches varying in size from a rod square io 120 acres. The average size
of patehes in the industrial cohnties iz 15 aecres compared to one acre in the
rural counties.

 Congider some of the reasons for the widespread occurrence of the pest,
Jliinois people definitely are not weed coneeious and have conzidered this
weed a minor problem. )

Of the fifty-six countles reporting last year, ten of the largest and mogt
populous contained more than {hree times the acreage of thistles reported by
remaining counties. In these ten counties filiy-five per cent of the land was’
farmed by the resident owner and forty-five per cent by tenanis. The spirit
of cooperation was poorer among owners than tenants. B

The spread of Canadian thistles in seven of the fen couniies has been
influenced by the fact that much land there is owned by non-resident groups
and, consequently, the system of agriculture is different.

Administration of the thistle problem has heen at tault for the loecal

_authorities have not complied with the provisions of the law. In fact, fifty-

two per cent of the lecal commisslomers did not report on the situation in
their communities. The 1ocal hoards of ﬂupervisors failed to a,ppemt com-
missioners of high calibre. )

Administration othcets ar e\elect:lve and many fail to entorce the law 1if
their chaneces for re-clection are endanger ed, So, loeal authorities defeat any
 attempt that may be made for -an honest, efficient eontrol of their own

problems. _ . a . ‘ :

Mail order seeﬂ iz another source of dissemination of Canadian thistles.
Farmers who were attracted by price guotations to purchase such seed cause
much damage in their community. *“Back-fence trading” and buying from
“fiy by night” truckers hasten the spread of this weed.

" In our haste to inerease production we have forgotten a tenet of agri-
culture; namely, that a well-cared for acre yislds as much as two that are
poorly farmed, Our crops are gently nuviured plants that can_not ag & rule,
withstand the- savage competition of thistles.




papers in ApTICHIUTe -

The present methods 1of contrel measures ATe nopelessly inadequale w

cope. with this exizting situation. Ray 1 in closiig, mention SO construct-

- dve jdeds which if adopted and used persi'atentlg, will succesat‘ul‘;y destroy
thistles and reclaiin mueh good farm land that has pecomee of marginal value
" in the last 25 years.. ' S '
- (1) Detelod 2 jong time prograt {or weed eontrol that witl he GO0
© gidtently meintained.’ )
S Tnder this nrogram pro‘:'lde' educational imtormation fyee to tha
public. meiablish ‘demonstration plots in sach rownship 0 e controlled B¥
" the towhneEliD. _ :
’ (3 Adopt & eontralized planting eommitt@e manned WY energetic, in-
elilzgent Men + vegulate control. :
. (4) Revision ot the law g0 that the weed control program may De
‘maintained and i]_;dividual pecaleitranis handled 80 that thelr weeds &ave
taken care of and chavged ¢ their tax hiil. . . C
sy Align the atate's Attorney's Agzociation 80 that they will adopt 2
definiie gtand: and really aupport joeal oiRcers jn their eontrol plans
) (6) Appuint weed commissioneré for a'term of 4 years 80 that they will
1o able Lo knoew the {pdividual history of ench ¢ase and really be ahle to pigh
. adeduately to cars for gach cases Appoint pnly capable mEN tg this nosition.
(n Soi_icit co-operation ot OWners, of all farms, railroads, airports,
sub-aivigions, golf courses gnd resoris 0 epoperate n {he prograot. :
(8). Tiyercise the sectjon of the Taw, t_:ond.emnlng bringing ip geed hav-
jng noxloms weed seed in i from out of State, making it a eriminal offense.
() Inclusion of a course on weeds and weed control at all State
gehoolg and the Un'lversity,'maki.ng it o prerequiei’te. : o
{100 Provide for research on the eco‘.bgic and pionomic jrportance of
weads. . i : :
' (31) Adopt the county committee plal 28 has been dome in Boone
L County wherein: tha noxious reed commitiee handles all cages where the
- gommisgioner i ynable to feEUrs co-pperaticn. )
o S Maintain 2 wead couneil whereby the Tarma Bureius, the Univer
gity, seedsuier, {armers and ihe gtate mMay convene 1o attack and golve the
. woed problems - ’ ’ -

I

e



	0550050
	0560051

