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. The coal ba.lls Wthh form the basls
" . Calhoun- Coal ‘Mine,-“Richland Ceunty,
Illinois State Geological Suryey. Th
in =wh1ch geologlcal h0r1zon they" Wer fOund s the youngest formatmn m j

Coal balls are nodules, usually \calcareous, sometimes s1l1ceeus, foun& -

in - certa,m Jocalities” in’ those®eoal seains which-are - overla. marlne de:
p0s1ts _They are often’ crowded with plant remams of . dlfferent klnds_ E
have been petrlﬁed and 80 have not und"rgone bomzatlon.' I'n .

until: they are’ transparent A simpler: method “that of makmg “peels ” has

made it poss1ble to_avoid some of the labor involved!in making thin sec- . .
dre’ mai vby ol 1,h1ng't’hé cut“”surface of the-coal ball with

» Gl“:‘which

t . >
 The ‘peel ¢in be remioved when dry, ° hlch is ally about twenty-four hours
. later. Subsequent study Wlth the mlcroscope usually réveals nice detaﬂs of -

plant strueture. - --
,» The work. of preparlng peels of over one hundred a.nd ﬁfty eoal balls -
was donie by the authors. ' The' Species identified were represented by one,“ :
‘but. occasionally. .by. .several, -of .the following. structures: .. petloles stems,
@strobili spores, ,spora.ngia,, glandular hairs, seeds, and roots..

-~ R 3

EXPDANATION ‘OF TA.BLE

) 1 Ta,ble I 1ndlcates the relatlve frequency of the spe(nes 1dent1ﬁed -
71n the coal balls studred

(++) Very common j o ¥
: s . (*k) Commion : , S
‘ (=) Infrequent : ' R
i 2 The numbers of thé coal - balls, as g1ven in the table, refer to those R
B m the: University of :Chicago paleob lecti o
i ‘3. The table also ‘indicates w ch of the' specimens identified are llsted .
i m Koopmari’s Monog aph (14) coal. balls of the Netherlands. - - .
: 4, T rica itéd with - genera ‘and species in -
ich' are identical as to species
ith two stars; those which
h -one star.
letter in parentheses Whrch
es<:r1bed or listed the species "
r:(C); Fisher and Noé (FN)j;
1 mann (8); Underwood (U)

. 1U’nivers1ty . Chicay ! igh 'Sehool, ¢ Chicago
2 University o ) R
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