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ting historically that the
of coal in North America

Mlnlu of geology in our State,
ever, because geological science did
make fts appearance until another
hundred years had passed.
the early part of the nineteenth
centu several exploring expeditions
organized by various agencies of
Federal Government passed through
; Some of these parties included
iralists, and more or less unrelated
ral observations were included in
published reports of their findings.
first systematic study of the
of any part of Illinois, however,
undertaken by David Dale Owen in
1839 for the Federal Land Office. His
st report on the lead region centering
round Galena, Illinois, and including
djacent parts of Wisconsin and lowa
as lelllhd in 1844. Included in this
port was a map showing the extent of
he Illinois Coal Field which was the
first map showing with any accuracy any
the major geological features of the

i 1851 the first Geological Survey of
nois was organized with Dr. J. G. Nor-
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wood as State Geologist. His studies cov-
ered the entire State and in 1858 he pub-
lished a colored geological map on a scale
of 50 miles to one inch. This map shows
with a fair degree of accuracy the distri-
bution of Silurian (including Ordovician
=Lower Silurian), Devonian, Mountain
Limestone (Middle Mississippian), Mill-
stone Grit (Upper Mississippian or
Chester), Coal Measures (Pennsyl-
vanian), and Tertiary (including Cre-
taceous) rocks and was a very creditable
piece of work for that time.

Norwood was succeeded by A. H.
Worthen in 1858 and field work was con-
tinued until 1872. In 1875 Worthen pub-
lished a geological map of the State on
a scale of about 6 miles to one inch. The
geological divisions recognized differed
from Norwood's in that the St. Peter
sandstone and Lower Magnesian lime-
stone, Trenton Group (Galena-Platte-
ville), Cincinnati Group (Maquoketa
shale) and Upper Silurian-Niagara
Group (Silurian) are differentiated, the
Lower Carboniferous (Mississippian) is
not subdivided and the Coal Measures
(Pennsylvanian) is shown in two divi-
sions.

The present Illinois State Geological
Survey was organized in 1905 and in 1906
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