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COMPOSITION OF THE GENUS CAREX IN ILLINOIS

L. R. Tenox, Illinois Natural History Survey, Urbana, Illinois

By specimens deposited in permanent
herbaria and by reports in botanical liter-
ature, no fewer than 162 species of Carex
have been credited to Illinois. A portion
of these species, as is to be expected, have
been erroneously recorded for the state,
partly because of wrong determinations
in a notoriously difficult genus and partly
because, earlier, the species conceptions
within the genus were highly imperfect.
Nevertheless, there still are recorded for
Illinois, quite reliably, a total of 130
species. This number is approximately

24.4 per cent of all species recognized by

Mackenzie! for the entire North American
Continent and exceeds by 23 species the
number attributed by Deam? to the neigh-
boring state of Indiana.

With its more than 2000 species the
world over, Carex has been divided into
a large number of subgenera. On the
North American Continent 71 of its sub-
genera are represented, and in Illinois 40
are represented. In Illinois no single
subgenus predominates: the best repre-
sented subgenus is the Owales, with 14
species; next is the Bracteosae, with 13
species; and third is the Laziflorae, with
10 species. There are 4 subgenera repre-
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sented by 6 species each, 2 by 5 species
each, 3 by 4 species each, 6 by 3 species
each, 7T by 2 species each, and 15 by 1
species each.

Of species and varieties at present rec-
ognized as valid, Carer gravida Bailey,
C. Bebbdii Olney, C. tribuloides var. sanga-
monensis Clokey, C. Meadii Dewey, C.
rectior Mack., and C. subimpressa Clokey
were originally named and desecribed from
specimens collected in Illinois. €. Ty-
phina Michx., the name and description
of which dates back to 1803, is recorded
as having been found “in regione Illi-
noensi.”

No single species of Carex is confined
in range to the state of Illinois. How-
ever, one species, €. subimpressa Clokey,
is at present known only éfrom Illinois
and Indiana.

The majority of species are of wide
range and reach into or pass through
Illinois from other regions which can
be deemed their principal ranges. Of 109
such species, Fig. 1, 35 extend into or
through Illinois from the north, 25 from
the northeast, 24 from the east, 5 from
the southeast, 9 from the south, 2 from
the southwest, 6 from the west, and 3
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from the northwest. The obvious pre- plained as being due
ponderance of northern, northeastern and

eastern species in Illinois could be ex-
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to the situation of

the state near the western edge of the
deciduous forest formation.
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aggrepgata
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SOUTHWEST = 2 species

atherodes hystricim
aurea intumescens NORTHEAST = 25 specles
Bebbii lacustris
Bicknellii lenuginosa alopecoidea
brunnescens leptalea cephaloidea
Buxbaumii limosa commmnis
canescens oligosperma Davisii
chordorrhiza pedunculata gracillima
NORTHWEST = Crawei prairea Haydenil
3 specles Deweyana retrorsa Hitchcockiana
disndre rosea Jamesil stricta
gravida disperma rostrata laxiculmis suberecta
Sartwellii eburnea Richardsonii pallescens tenera
siccata flave scoparia pennsylvanica torta
stipata plantaginea trichocarpa
substricta platyphylla Tuckermani
tetenica prasine typhina
trisperma Schweinitzii
umbellata Shortiens
vesicaria sparganioides
vulpinodea sterilis

alata
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blanda
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bromoides
Bushii
Careyana
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SOUTH = 9 species

annsctens
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Frankii
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SOUTHEAST = 5 species

Crus=corvi
decompoel ta
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Fig. 1.—General ranges of 109 of the species of Carex composing the genus in Illinois.



