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MIDDLE WOODLAND CULTURES

RICHARD S. MacNEISH
University of Chicago

The term Middle Woodland, as
used here, represents a stage of de-
velopment of Woodland culture as
well as a time period in Illinois pre-
history. This period is delimited by
the earlier Hopewell peoples and the
later Mississippian group. As a
stage of development within the
Middle Woodland pattern it mani-
fests certain characteristic traits that
relate it to both early and later
Woodland groups and other traits
that represent this particular stage.
As the sites indicating this stage are
not numerous and as the develop-
ment of eulture is continuous, I qual-
ify the above mentioned hypothesis
by stating that some of the sites
chosen as representing the Middle
Woodland stage may have extended
after the Middle Woodland time
period.

This stage of development is rep-
resented at a number of sites through-
out the southern two-thirds of the
state of Illinois (and possibly at sites
in Green County, Indiana, and at
sites along the Missouri River in
Missouri). These sites make up the
components of the following foci:
the Lewis foeus of Pope and Massac
counties!, the Raymond focus of
Johnson County?, the Parker Heights
focus of Adams County®, the Maple
Mills focus of Fulton County?, and

the Pere Marquette®’, and Isring-
hausen foei® of Jersey County. In all
but the first two of these foci, there
is mo stratigraphy indicated and
their chronological position must be
established on the basis of trait com-
plexes,

The traits that are common to
most of these foci and are charac-
teristic of the Middle Woodland
stage of development are presented
in the tabulated summary. Oceur-
ence of these traits are indicated by
an X.

It has been postulated that peo-
ples having a common complex of
traits are culturally related. To this
1 add a second postulate that people
having a common complex of traits
are temporally related. Having de-
fined my terms and stated the pos-
tulates basic to this study, I shall
now attempt to solve the major prob-
lem. Specifically, the problem is to
show that the foci mentioned previ-
ously did exist during certain parts
of the time period between the Hope-
well and Mississippi occupations,
and moreover, to place the Middle
Woodland eultures in their correct
sequential position in the various re-
gions where they occur.

The method employs the use of
stratigraphic evidence and the com-
parative analysis of traits. Since

1 Richard 8. MacNeish, The Establishment of the Lewis Foeus, Master's thesis, Univ. Chicago, 1944.
2 Moreau Maxwell, Designation of the Crab Orchard, the Raymond, and the Dillinger Foei of the

Woodland Pattern, MS, Univ, Chieago, 1940.

% James B. Griffin, Archacological Remains in Adams County, Trans. 111. State Aecad. Sei., Vol. 25,

No. 4, 1933,

4F. C. Cole and T. Deuel, Rediscovering [llinois, Univ, Chicago Press, Chicago, 1linois, 1937.
aJ. B. Rinaldo, The Pere Marquette Park Sites, Master's thesis, Univ, Chicago, 1937,
o p, F. Titterington, Certain Bluff Mounds of Western Jersey County, American Antiquity, Vol. 1, No.

1, 1935,



Illinois Academy of Science Tramsactions

42

Touynsg dOMMdd AYALLOd-Tdd
lownegy paByIQ o) aorgad
qei) Py ANVITOOM ATIVH
S[BLIJBIA] IPsadoy jo [Paedoy [Paadoy aoraad
[Pawdoy TIAMHIOH
DAISNIUT Spaays aoBlNg
9318 spyn[g
puowfey s1yIpH doraad
I s 1oqIB ] ANVIAOOM
HTAAdIn
IT Simar] soNy
ayjenbrepy SIITIN
13uypq saorydad
BNCR ardepy
pus IddISSISSIIN
1ddssissipy it
Wdsssy | ddssssy | ddmssssiy sppuojew | ddississiy P
soddp) PPN S[PPIN ANVIAOOM HLVT
SIPPIN S[PPIIN 1ddssissy pus
toddpy OIMOISIH
§913UNO)) uotdeyy jIeg 9yeig "0 Aesiap
JBSSB I[BpuOqIE)) ayenbaspy WID)SIMYLION SIONITII NI
pug adog o1 ur syngg Ayunopy £yunop SNOZIYOH
swBpy uoyng TVOIDOTOAVHDOUY
I wiayinog £yunoyy Loessap

SIONITI[ NI SNOZINOH HAHL( OL ANVIQOOA\ WIGAIJ d0 NOLLVIEY DNIMOHE ATav],




MacNeish—Middle

Woodland Cultures 43

g ‘.;3.-» =
-+ wm
i E o= B 5= g: %
z = = £a "E 1 2 2
S g | = ot S 1
I. Burial Customs. .............
a) Burials under stone slabs...| x Y ERRe ] [ x x
b) Multiple burials........... % s - A [ e X X
¢) Burialsin pits............. "G X X : R T et
d) Grave goods lackingorrare.| X |...... X X b SO e
II. Industries and Art Forms
a) Knives, triangular in shape.| x X X X x x
b) Projectile points, type I
side-notched.............. X X x - x X
straight-stemmed.......... X X X - S T X
¢) Prolectile points, type 111
side-notched . ............. X X S ;| (PR
II1. Pottery Complex
a) Temper-grit.............. X X X X x X
b) Surface finish,
redominently cord-marked| x x X X X x
c) coration,
notching on the lip...... X X x X x x
incising on the rim.......  SE PO X X X X
d) Shape,
subconodial base. .......| X X X X x X
lack of well defined
ghoulder.......coovinn X x x X X X
vertical rims. ........... - TRl [P b X X X
IV. General Traits
a) Siteson bluffs............. X X X X X X
b) Hunting economy......... X x X X X > 3
c) Smallsites................ X X X X X X

stratigraphy is a more reliable type
of data, I shall start with the ex-
amination of an area having it and
then examine regions where se-
quences must be established on the
basis of traits.

In Pope and Massac counties the
sequence of cultures has been estab-
lished by the University of Chicago
at the Kinecaid and adjacent sites.
The sequence is Baumer, Lewis, and
the Middle Mississippi foei. The
Lewis focus, having the diagnostic
traits of the Middle Woodland stage
of development, is thought to be of
that time period. This sequence of
culture can be checked with the se-
quences of cultures found in the
Carbondale area, which is: Crab Or-
chard, a small period of Hopewell

intrusion, the Raymond focus, and
the Dillinger focus. A comparison
of the Raymond and Lewis traits
shows these two foei to be culturally
affiliated and contemporary. Since
the Raymond focus is superimposed
on Hopewell remains and the Lewis
materials are below a Middle Missis-
sippi component, it may be surmised
that both the Raymond and the
Lewis foci are of the Middle Wood-
land period. The inclusion in Lewis
of such Middle Mississippi traits as
plates, square houses, olla shaped
vessels, slipped and painted pottery
vessels tends to place it a little later
in the Middle Woodland period than
the Raymond focus.

The next region under considera-
tion is that of southwestern Jersey
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County, specifically the sites at Pere
Marquette state park. Here strati-
graphy is indicated at the adjacent
sites, T10a and 710b. At 710a Upper
Mississippi sherds are found in large
amounts at the surface and decrease
in amount at each underlying six-
inch layer. At 710b there are no
Upper Mississippi sherds. Thus it
seems likely that 710b represents a
late stage of the Middle Woodland
period whereas 710a seems to have
been occupied in the later Mississippi
period.

In northwestern Jersey County,
the Isringhausen site is of the Mid-
dle Woodland stage of development.
No stratigraphy exists at this site.
However, the occurrence of crema
tions, stone slab burial mounds, bur.
ial pavements, oblong flint knives,
pottery grave goods, and plummet
stones—Hopewell traits—place this
manifestation early in our Middle
Woodland period. Contemporaneity
tends to be negated by the absence
of any trade pottery from Hopewell
groups who occupied the adjacent
area,

The Parker Height focus of Adams
County is also lacking in strati-
graphy. Stone slab burial mounds,
cremations, and fireplaces in the
burial mounds — Hopewell traits —
and the inclusion of the Mississippi
of shell temper and elbow pipes place
it in the middle part of the Middle
Woodland period. The Spencer

component of this focus may be later
in time as it has expanded base drills,
a Mississippi trait.

The components of the Maple Mills
focus seem in the main to be later
than the Middle Woodland Period.
However, the fact that at the Clear
Lake site the majority of the pottery
of the Maple Mills focus was found
under the twelve Mississippi sherds
plus the fact that identical cord-
marked pottery vessels are found in
both the underlying Hopewell ma-
terials and the Maple Mills mate-
rials” indicate that it is of the Middle
Woodland period. That it extended
into the Mississippian period is indi-
cated by the Mississippi traits such
as triangular projectile points, raised
points on the lips, and shell spoons.*

On the basis of the above men-
tioned evidence it seems plausible
that the sequences of cultures pre-
sented in the accompanying table il-
lustrates the chronological position
of the various Middle Woodland foei,
In conclusion a general statement
may be made concerning part of the
history of the Woodland groups:
that they were a group of related
Woodland peoples having a common
trait complex who had developed
from an early Woodland base and
who occupied portions of Illinois be-
tween the Hopewell and the Missis-
sippi oceupations.
menbmk personal communication.

® 0. Wray, University of Chicago, informs me

that he has excavated Maples Mills burials under
a Middle Mississippi village,




