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CYCLOCEPHALA ABRUPTA IN ILLINOIS

(COLEOP.:

SCARAB.)

GarrLaND T. RIEGEL

State Natural History Survey, Urbana, Illinois

To naturalists the sand areas of this
state have long been the objects of great
interest because some of the plant and
animal inhabitants of such regions are
more or less restricted to sand. Further-
more, many of these organisms seem to
be of western origin, As Vestal (1913)
has pointed out, “many animals reach the
eastern limit of their range in the Illinois
sand areas. Others are not continuous in
distribution, but occur in the sand areas
and also in the West.” This note is con-
cerned with what is apparently an ex-
ample of the latter type of distribution
pattern.

In 1907 Hart and Gleason reported on
a study of the sand area around Havana,
listing many western plants and animals.
Hart demonstrated the western derivation
of much of the insect fauna, with special
emphasis on the Orthoptera. Ross (1934)
has since briefly discussed that order in
relation to all the sand areas of the
state.

The presence of a western termite,
Reticulitermes tibialis Banks, has been
reported by Dietz (1924) from a sandy
region in southwestern Indiana, and Park
(1929) records the same species from the
dunes of the northwestern part of that
state. It also has been taken in the
sandy region near St. Anne, Illinois.

More recently Knight (1941) has given
an interesting record of a plant bug,
Largidea grossa Van Duzee, from Havana.
Previously this species had been reported
only from California, Oregon and Ari-
zona.

On the evening of July 21, 1941, 1 col-
lected a mnumber of specimens of a
Cyclocephala which were flying to the
lights at the Natural History Survey
Field Laboratory near Havana. Through
the interest of Dr. M. W. Sanderson
these were identified by Mr. L. W. Saylor

Fig. 1.—Cyclocephala
male and female (enlarged).

abrupta (Casey),

as Cyclocephala abrupta (Casey), fig. 1.
The record of this species from Illinois is
unusual since previously it has been re-
ported only from California, Arizona and
Oregon (Saylor, 1937). The similarity
between the known distribution of this
little scarab and that of Largidea grossa
is striking.

It is intriguing to speculate as to how
many more species of western insects
range into the sand areas of Illinois and
thus far have escaped notice.
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