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SOILS AND POPULATION—DECATUR COUNTY, GEORGIA

Arrrep W. Boors'
University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois

In Decatur County most rural dwelling
abandonment has resulted either from the
eviction of share croppers where land
owners are shifting from intensive to ex-
tensive agriculture in order to make
more efficient use of soil, or from actual
land abandonment where soil erosion and
decreasing soil fertility have made such
a step almost mandatory. To a certain
extent the amount of house abandonment®
may be considered to be an indication of
the amount of change which has been
necessary in order to reach an adjust-
ment between the carrying capacity of
soils’ and farm population.

The amount of and reason for abandon-
ment differs in each one of the five soils
regions into which the Southwestern
Georgia county has been divided.

Region I. This, the most homogenous
of all the soils regions, is covered almost

entirely by one soils type, the sterile Nor-
folk sand. The low productivity of Nor-
folk sand has long been recognized.
Hence a fair compromise has long ago
been effected between carrying capacity
and population and the percentage of
vacant houses is low (Table I), How-
ever, this last statement applies only to
the two larger subdivisions, Ia and Ib.
On subdivision Ic a land use system sim-
ilar to the more favored adjoining Region
V was imposed. This system has proved
so successful that now one out of every
nine dwellings has been abandoned.
Region II. In addition to Norfolk
loamy sand, a soil somewhat better than
Norfolk sand, this region contains large
patches of Norfolk sandy loam and Tifton
sandy loam, both of which are highly de-
girable coastal plains soils types. Popu-
lation density as measured by occupied

TaBLE I

Total Per cent Ocecupied

nm number total dwellings

dwellings vacant dwellings density

dwellings vacant (per sq. mi.)

Decatur CoOUNtY cueeueeccaooccaememmmemaeammmmeenanan 5628 325 5.7 9.2
& ] 5757 ST R TR M el S Lo RSP A 2465 161 6.5 3.76

Soils Regions
I. NorfolkBand. . .- oo cimccceccccccnnaa- 1107 L] 5.4 4.11
P RS 5 474 21 4.6 3.25
5 568 30 5.3 5.16
65 9 13.8 5.05
II. 215 16 7.4 4.45
106 7 6.6 4.81
40 3 7.5 3.59
73 6 8.2 4.86
III. 130 23 17.7 1.27
IV. Escarpment Soils. .. ..oocoeeeccenmemnmmeeccnanmannn 53 8 11.3 1.22
V. Altamaha Upland Soils. ... ..........- 960 56 5.8 4.81
1 Fjeld work made possible by a grant from the Graduate Research Board of the Uni-
versit{ of Illinois.

3 Unoccupied dwellings from the Georgia State Highway Commission map of Decatur

County, and field reconnaisan

ce.
3 Soils ratings established with the help of:
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dwellings is greater here than in Region
I, a direct result of the greater produc-
tivity of its soils. However, the percent-
age of abandonment is also greater here

than in either Region I or the county as-

a whole. Most of this can be explained
in terms of a shifting farm economy, al-
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though decreasing soil fertility is also a
factor.

Region III. A number of soils series,
the Kalmia, Cahaba, Leaf, and Flint, are
represented on the terraces along the
Flint River. Also included within this
soil region are contiguous areas of Blan-

Fig. 1.

ton soils and the swamp lands of the
first bottoms. Flint fine, sandy loam is
by far the most extensive soils type.
Most of the soils of the terrace have a
profile in which sandy surface soils over-
lie a layer of sticky clay. Unsuited to
cotton or peanut production, these soils
have been taken out of cultivation very
rapidly in the last decade. Locally they
are called “cowhide lands” since they are
excellent pasture soils. The percentage
of abandoned dwellings in this region is
higher than any other soils region in the
county as a result of the shift from in-
tensive cropping to extensive grazing
which is taking place.

Region IV. Though largely in Guin
soils, small areas of other soils abound.
A broken and dissected area, it has never

been extensively cultivated. Cleared
lands are being eroded seriously as a re-
sult of sheet wash and gully formation.
As might be expected, abandoned dwel-
lings form a high percentage of the total
dwellings in this region.

Region V. A great variety of soils
types are represented here. Norfolk and
Tifton soils are found on the flatter up-
lands, such red podzolic soils series as
the Greenville, Magnolia, and Faceville
on the upper slopes, soils of the Blanton,
Cuthbert, Plummer, and Susquehanna on
the lower slopes, and swamp soils in the
river bottoms. The red podzolic soils are
the premium soils of the region as well
as the county, although such soils as
Norfolk sandy loam and Tifton sandy
loam do not rank far behind them. The
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Fig. 2.

concentration of population on these up-
land soils can be noted in Figure 2. In-
tensive cultivation, particularly of shade-
grown tobacco, has given this region a
rather stable economy which its soils
apparently are able to support. Many of
the abandoned dwellings found here (Fig.

1) should be associated with the declin-
ing economy of the adjacent Norfolk sand
area Ic and the Escarpment, rather than
with the more or less stable economy of
this region. Thus the actual amount of
abandonment is negligible.



