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TasrLe 1.

Prairie Plants 1927 1967
Agrostisalba (w)............... ... ... ... .. frequent frequent, local
Agrostis hyemalis (w)........................ abundant infrequent, local
Allium canadense (W) . ....................... abundant infrequent
Allium cernuum. ............ ... .. ... frequent frequent
Amorpha canescens.......................... infrequent frequent
Andropogon gerardii. ............. ... ... ... frequent frequent
Andropogon scoparius (d) . ................. oL frequent
Anemone cylindrica............ ... ... ... ... infrequent infrequent
Antennaria neglecta.......................... abundant infrequent, local
Apocynum cannabinum. .. ...... ... ... .. ... frequent frequent
Asclepias incarnata (w).......................| .. ... .. .. ... frequent, local
Asclepias sullivantii (w)....................... frequent frequent,
Asclepias tuberosa............ .. oo L infrequent
ASter azureus. . . ............. i infrequent rare
Aster ericoides. . ......... ... ... ..o frequent frequent
Asterlaevis. . ......... ... ... ... ... ... frequent abundant
Aster novae-angliae. . ........................ infrequent infrequent
Aster ptarmicoides (d) . .. ............... ..., infrequent infrequent
Aster simplex (W) ... . abundant, local infrequent, local
Baptisia leucantha. ... .................... ... infrequent infrequent
Baptisia leucophaea...................... ..., frequent frequent
Bidens frondosa (W)......................... frequent frequent, local
Bromus kalmii. . .......... ... ... ... infrequent frequent
Cacalia tuberosa. ... ..., infrequent infrequent

Carex buxbaumii (W)........................

Carex erawel (W) . .......ueiniennenn..
Carex vulpinoidea (W).............coovuioo..
Calamagrostis canadensis (W) . ................
Cicuta maculata (W) .........................
Cirsium hillii.......... ... ... ... ... .......

Comandra richardsiana. ......................
Coreopsis palmata .. .........................
Desmodium illinoense (d).....................
Dodecatheon meadia.........................
Eleocharis palustris (W) .. ....................

Elymus canadensis................... ... ...
Equisetum arvense. . .. ............ ... .......
Eryngium yuceifolium........................
Fragaria virginiana. . ........................
Galium obtusum (w).........................

Galium boreale..............................
Gentiana andrewsii (w).......................
Gentiana puberula............ ... ... ... ... ..
Gerardia aspera. . ...........................
Gerardia tenuifolia...........................
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of the prairie but which are not found
on it. They include:

Asclepias meadii
weed)

Asclepias viridiflora (green milk-
weed)

Carex bicknellii (Bicknell’s sedge)

Castilleja coccinea (Indian paint-
brush)

Ceanothus americanus (New Jer-
sey tea)

Desmodium canadense (showy tick
trefoil )

Echinacea pallida (purple cone
flower)

Euphorbia corollata (flower-
ing spurge)

Helianthus occidentalis (Western
sunflower)

Lespedeza leptostachya
bush clover)

Panicum oligosanthes v. scribneri-
anum (few-flowered panic grass)

Physostegia virginiana (false drag-
onhead)

Polygala incarnata (pink milkwort)

Polytaenia nuttallii (prairie pars-
ley)

Rudbeckia subtomentosa (fragrant
coneflower)

Salix humilis (prairie willow)

Sclidago missouriensis (prairie
goldenrod)

Zizia aptera (heart-leaved meadow
parsnip)

The lack of the usually common
Euphorbia corollata on the Peacock
Prairie is interesting. This species is
found on comparatively rich sand
prairies, and its presence in other
mesic black-soil prairies may be only
due to disturbance. At the same time
the high quality of the Peacock
prairie is shown by the great varia-
bility and lack of uniformity in the
vegetative cover. The lack of domi-

(Mead’s milk-

(prairie

nance of any one species, including
Andropogon gerardii (big bluestem
grass), may be an indicator of pro-
longed virgin conditions.

With little or no management (e.g.,
fencing, controlled burning, protec-
tion from rubbish, vandals) this
prairie has been able to maintain it-
self in comparatively fine condition.
Approximately 6 woody plant speci-
mens (all less than two feet high)
have established themselves on the
prairie. These woody plants belonged
to the following species:

Cornus racemosa (gray dogwood)

Populus deltoides (cottonwood
poplar)

Prunus serotina (wild black cher-
ry)

Rhamnus cathartica (European
buckthorn)

Ulmus americana (American elm)

It is also remarkable that this prairie
has been able to repel the invasion
of non-prairie plants inasmuch as it
is continually being inundated with
weed seeds from plants along its
edges as well as from the host of
exotic trees and shrubs in the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

Apparently some minor disturb-
ance of the prairie may have taken
place prior to 1927. The fact that
Achillea millefolium (yarrow), Poa
pratensis (Kentucky blue grass), An-
tennaria neglecta (pussy toes) and
Potentilla simplex (common cinque-
foil), which are now either rare or
infrequent on this prairie, but which
were common and even abundant in
some portions of the prairie in 1927
would tend to substantiate this. The
minor disturbance could have been
due to such factors as trampling by
man and by animals, wagon trails,
light grazing, and digging prairie







