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AnsTRacr.—Four records of the least
weasel (Mustele rizose) are reported
from KeLean County, Illineis,

The authors have collected three
specimens and have found one mummy
of the least weasel (Mustela rizosa)
near Normal, MecLean County, Live-
trapping was conducted in a 15 month
pericd and totaled 6,298 trap nights.

On March 28, 1867, a male (lestes-
8mm. in length) wasg trapped along a
railroad right-of-way two miles north
of Normal. The vegetation consaisted
mainly of bluegrase (Poa prateasis)
and miscellaneons weeds. The pelage
of this specimen wag white bhelow a
line from the ears fo the base of the
tall and brown with a few scatiered
white hairs en the dorsal surface,

The second specimen, a female with
gix embryos and six corpora lutea, was
trapped May 26, 1967 In o grass water-
way one-half mile west of the first cap-
ture. The pelage was unprime dorsad
and showed the typical summer coat, ex-
cept that on the feet only the digits were
white,

Another female wasg trapped in a
waterway on July 17, 1987 two and
one-half miles east of the first capture,
The uterus was not enlarged and had no
placental gcars. The entire pelage was
dark brown oxcept for a white throat

and chin and a few white halrs in the

inguinal! region.

The mummified specimen was found
September 14, 1967 in the =ame water- °

way as the second specimen. It pos-
wesged the typical summer pelage.

The first three apecimens are presary-
ed a8 study skins and skulls in the Tili-

nois Btate University mammal collection :

{Nao. 377, 378, 37%),

These records provide a midpoint of
oeceurrence for thi® species
Woodford (Parmalee and Munyer, 1866)
and Champalgn Counties (Hoffmeister,
1958; Hoffmefster and Mohr, 1957) in

hetween -

central Illingiy and indicate that popu- !

latlons are locally extant in this area.
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