HERPETOLOGLCAL RECORDS FROM NORTHCENTRAL ILLINO
J. ALAN HMOLMAN

THlinois Rtate Unidversity, N‘or-m-al

Argrraor. — Twenty- -one specied (ome
salamander, five anurans, three turtles,
and 12 snakes) were recorded in' fonr
¥ears of collecting near Normal in north-
eentral Tllinois. This impoverished: her-
petofauma no ﬂoubt réflects the fact that
agricultural crops have largely replaced
the uriglual vegetation - of the area.

Much ot Ilhnois has been intensively
studied herpetologically (Smith, 1961),
bt liftle has been recorded Tecenlly
concerning the highly agricultural nerth-
central part of the:giate. For this reason
I have made concentrated efforts to col-
leet amphibians and reptiles from locah-
tied neayr Normal, Flinoig during 4 four
year penod I‘rum Septemhber, 1961
throngh September, 1965, Sixtytwo col-
lecting trips (each of about two to three
Lours duration) were taken as follows:
1961(3), 1962(20), 1963(4), 1964(133,
and 1966(22). Wost iripa were' taken
in the months of April, May, and June,
Beveral casual trips were nof recorded..
Herpetological recoids for the area date

back to thpose of Garman (189%), thus
it is posglble to note apparent changes
that have taken place in the herpeto-
fauna during the past 73 vears. The
most recently published records of the
herpetofauna of the area are thosde of
Smith (op. elt,) in his ‘comprehensive
study of the amphibians and reptiles
of Tllinois,

The localities studied lie in the Bloom-
ington Rideed Plain physiegraphic di-
vislon of Illinois {Lelghton at. al,, 1948)
and in the Grand Prairie helpetotmmal
divigion of Smith (op. ¢it.). Almost ail
ol the original prairie vegetation Is now
under cultivation. Thus, most eollecting
#iles are road ahoulders, railrgad right-
of-ways, vacaht lets, artificial ponds and
lakes, and a few oak-woodlands Found
mainly ‘along the Mackinaw River in
the northern part of the areq, und along
Hugar Cresk and Kickapoo O\“eek in the
southwestern part.

A list of localities follows, Localitk
1-18 are in McLean County, Locality.
is in Logan County, Loeality 18 is ‘
DeWitt. County: (1) 4 miles Wes_t-f,;
Bloomington, {2) Clarksyille, (3
Downs, (4) Funk’s. Grove, (5) He:
worth,- {6} 8 miles east of Heywor
{7) Hudsoh, (8) Lake Bloomington, {
Lexington, {10) McLean County Conse
vation Area, (11) Normal. (12) 2 m‘llf__
northeast ‘of Normal, (13) 2.5 mil¢
southeast of Stanford, (14) & milk
southeast of Stanford, (15) mnear Mi!
dle Fork of Sugar Creak, 3 miles nort.
east of Stanford, (18) Towanda, {1}
hear Sugar C‘xeek, 5.6 Tiles west of Ml
Lean, (18} Wapella.

Herpetological records {rom this qtud,‘ 2
and from previous studieg In the are
are. summarized in Taprk 1. The fa,c -
that nine species previously 1ep0rtet
were not taken during the prosent gtud!-
leads me tg bhelieve thal a rather argj
portion of the original herpetofauna 1
taré or has becomo extinet, This oy
doubt refiects the fact that the origin
vegetation of the area has largely heej
repliced hy ag’ucultural erons.

The three available Lampropeliis tr;
ongwlum (Lacepédo) specimens frow
Melean County appeur to be mtergrade'?
between I, ¢ trigngulum  ( Lacdpade’
and 1., £, spspile (Cope). Smith (op. cif
. 176 and p. 221 fig, 208) discusses char;,
acters that differentiateé the two sub’
species, and he indicates that they. inter"j-
grade in approximaiely the southert
one-half of the area studled. The speci;
men ifrom Loeality 10 may be cloger to
syspile. than to trighguium in that it
has 24 brown dorsal blotches that exten
to geale rows 1 and 2. A juvenile speei:
men from Locality 2 is possibly closer
to triangulim than to syspile in that it
hag 51 reddish-brown dorsal blgtches
that extend down fo scale rows 3 and
4. A’ newly hatched specimen from
Loeality 1 has 44 reddish dorsal hlotches
that extend down to scale row 3.
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Species Record [1]2(314|5(6|7|819[10/1H12{13|14{15|16]17|18
Yanbystoma texanum (Matthes).. .| 1961 FAU RS R R R O PR U ) A R PR PR P
fmbysioma t tigrinum (Green). .. .| 1961 AR ] -]
Yutopthalmus viridercens ’

{Rafinesque}............... ... L1 LT U PR R PR PR A PR O T Y O I
Bufo a. americanns Holbrook. . .o.] 1961 |..|Cp..|. .| |- €| G Cl €l Tl Y RS T
deris crepitans blanchardi Harper. .| 1561 1 O PO O I O R I 3 O I % O R DU P
Hyla v. versicolor LeConte., .. ... .. 1961 bl e ]
Preudacris & triseriata (Wied). .. .. 1ol .. ¢l ] ] ] € I 1 R Y A
Rang catesheiana Shaw. ... ... ... 1961 dod] € A€1€)- 1€ Y TR PR D P
Rang pipiens Schreber. ... ... ... 1961 B TSR : TS IS I & B I A
Chelydra s. serpenring (linnaens). .| 1961 B RN R DO 6| S i O O
Jimydoidea blandigi (Flolbrook). ... 1892 B VR PO PR O T Ao
Chiysémys picta (Schocider) .. ... .| 1961 .9l e e
Fréonyx 5. spinifer Le Sueur. ., ... 1961 A0 ] BRCY
Ophizaurus a. atjenuatis (Cope)...{ 1892 I P e
Opheodrys vernafis blanchardi 1

Grobman. ......c.....oooen. 1961 . . e
Coluber constrictor fanivemiris Say..| 1961 . R LRI
Elaphe o, obsoleta {Say). .. ... .. .. 1941 A R
Elaphe v. vulpina (Baird and :

Girard}. o ooe i 1961 |..1C|..|C c|gclc C
Piruophis melanolencus savi .

(SCRIEREL} « v v e ovnes oo 1961 AR
Lampropeltis e. calligasier (Harlan)y 1961 C oo 1<)-.]-.5¢€C
Lampropeliis triangulum ) :

(Lacépade). ....... U 192 |r|rb LR
Thamnophis proxtmus (Sayy. . ... 1961 |..|.. e
Thamnophis r. rediz (Baird and )

Girard}. .. o e 1961 - CiC cloc|c €.
Thamnophis 5, sirtalic {[innaeus)..} 1961 C .. ¢ .
Storeria dekavi srightorum

Trapido. oo 1961 NS
Storeria o, vecipitomacnlata

(RLOTET} . oove s 1892 b .
Clonophis kirtdandi (Kennicott).. .| 1961 - -
Natrix prabamt (Baird and Girard)| 1961 AR .
Natriz 1. sipedon (Linnaeus). .. ... 1961 Cl..1 .. C

Sistrurus ¢. catenatus {Rafinesque),
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Bmith :(op, ¢it. p. 233-234) lists char-
gceters of the two IHlinois subspecles of
Thamuophis sirtalds (Linnaeus) and he
indicates that T. s sirtelis {Linnaeus)
Intergrades with 7. 's. semdifescigic
(Cope) in the northern part of McLean
County, but that thete is no Intergrada-
tion just sonth*of Eloomington and Nor-
mal. In the 14 specimens at hand from
Locality 17 I find that the black cross-
bars that interrupt the lateral stripes
anteriorly are prominent in 5§, weak in
6, and absent in 3. Thuy,'it seems that
the semifasciaig Ipfluence may extend
tarther south than “indicated by Smith.
Arred pigmient in the groundeolor was
present in all three. gpecimens collected
from Locality 4 and < ogeurs now and then
in other popwlatioms in the area (see
Smith, op. eit, p. 231-222 for a discussion
of thig red p1gmcntatlon)
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