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Apgrracr, — A bacillus regembling
Bacilluy megaterium DeBary was iso-
lated from the latex of Euphorbiac -
ginate Pursh. It was found in twenty-
nine of 161 plants examined for the
Presence of miecrobes.

During a search for endophytic proto-
zoa of laticiferous plants bacteria were
found 1n latex samples of Euphorbic
morginaete Purgh, (Euphorbiaceae).
Tweniynine of 161 plants examined
yielded the microorganisms, The bac-
teria, Imolated from the lafex hy the
dtreak ‘plate technigue, were grown on
nutrient agar, Gram-stained, stained for
flagella, gpoves, and capsules and exam-
ined inicroscopically, The size nf the
vegetative rodes and of spores was de-
termined with an ocular micrometer
nsing the oil-immersion objective. The
colonial appearance ox nutrient agar
and the nainre of the growth on nn-
trient agar, glueose nitrate agar slants,
glucose apgar slants, and nutrient hroth
wag observed. The organizm wag also

examined for the production of acid.

ahd gas from glucose, sucrose, lactose,
arabinose, and xyloge., 1Iydrolysis of
casein, astarchl, and gelatin; reduction
of nitrate to nitrite; utilization of
citrate; prodnetion of aestylmethyl car-
binol; production of catalase; the ahility
Lo grow on nufrient agar at pH 6; and

the ability tc grow anaerobically were

determined according to the methads
preseribed by Bradshaw (1862).

All bacterial colonies were of similar
morphology. A comparison of the char-
-acteristics of isclated colonies with char-
acteristics deseribed in Bergey's mannal
of determinative buaeteriology (Breed et
al., 1#67) indicates that only one spe-
cieg of bacteria 18 Present and that the
bacterlum’ isolated from ithe latex is. a
member of the family Bacillaceae, genlus
Becillus and resembles B, megaterinm
DeBary most closely.

Racteria were reported previously
irpm laticiferous plants. A bacteriologi-
cal study of the latex of the rubber
tree, Hevee brusiliensis, Muell. Arg. in
Annam wag carried out by Dernier and
Vernet (1917). These authors isolated
2% different specles of bacteria. Picads
(18213, while searching for flagellaies
of suphorbiag near Costa Rica, ohgerved
numercus bacteria in the latex of Pedi-
lanthus bithymaloides Poit, He also
found bacteria in the latex of Jetropho
and Maniho! (Euphorbiaceae}, Ficns
(Urticaceae), and Carice (Caricaceae),
No descriptipng were given., Spire-
chaeter have been reported as occcour-
ring in latex plants by Laveran and
Franchini (1921}, PFranchini (1922,
1823) found bacteria (cocci and shori
rodsg) in the latex of Lactuece sativa L.
{Compositae), He also reports some
rather large spirochactes in the latex
of Huphorbic peplus. Corbet (1930) iso-
lated from Hevee latex, a hacterium,
which he described and named Bacillus
aendord,
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