A NEW PARASITE RECORD FOR OPILIONES (ARACHNIDA)
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A parasitized juvenile harvestman
{Opilio species) was collected by the
authors in a pitfall trap in an cast-con-
tral Illinois deeiddaous forest hetween
May 7-21, 1966, and a paragitie worm of
tiae nematode family AMermithidae was
observed protruding threugh the hody
wall of the opisgthosoma (fig, 1}. Re-
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moval of the opigihosoma and most of
the progoma revealed two juvenile speci-
mens of a3 Hepamermis apecics which
almost completely filled the harvestman’s
body {(flg. 2).

Mermithidae are geonerally parasitic
in arthropods ag jnveniles. Tho juve-
niles uzually leave the host before they
mature and are free living ag adults.
Records of these parasites from Opili-
ones are rare in ‘he literature. TUntil
now only the genns Mermus (Kistner,
1328) has heen recorded from harvest-
man. Spiders arc the only other ara-
chnids reported in <he literature as being
parasitized Ty IHeramermis.,  Kaston
{1945) haz rccorded fferamermis from
the spider family Thomisidae, and Leech
(196GY has recorded the genus from the
tamilies Thomizidae and Lycosidae,

The authors would like to thank Dr.
ITarcld Weleh for identifying the Mer-
mithidae, I'r. R, If. T.awrence for bring-
ing to the author's attention a little-
known reference, and Mrs. FRichard
Slavens for making the illustrations.

Fgune 2.

Porsal aspect of same with
most of prosoma and opisthosoma re-
moved.

[223"



224
TarEkarcre CITED

Kiprxer, A. 1928, Opiliopes (Weber-
knechte, Kankor), p. 1-51. In F. Dahl
Die Ticrwelt Deutschlands. & teil.
Verlag von Gustay Fiseher, Jena.

Kagron, B. J. 1845, Notes on nematode
paragites of spiders, It In honor of

Transactions Illinois Academy of Seience

Alexander Detrunkeviteh. Trans.
Conn. Acad, Arts & Sci. 36: 241-244.
Twecy, B, BE. 1966, The spiders of
[lazen Camp 81° 49N, 71° 18'W.

Quest. Entomol, 2:153-212,

Manuscript received Seplember &5, 1969,



