








TABLE 2. Percent adult and juvenile turkeys infected with gastro-
intestinal parasites in 1972 and 1973.

Adults Juveniles
Parasite No. % No. %
Infected Positive Infected Positive

Nematoda
Heterakis gallinarum 6 13.0 3 13.6
Ascaridia galli 11 23.9 8 36.3
Ascaridia dissimilis 23 50.0 10 45.5
Cestoda
Raillietina williamsi 18 39.1 10 45.4
Metroliasthes lucida 14 30.4 5 22.7
Hymenolepis sp. 1 2.1 - -
Trematoda
Cotylurus sp. 2 4.3 - -

in 1973. Both turkeys were adults killed in Jackson County. Oocysts
of Eimeria were recovered from feces of three of 31 (10%) turkeys.

DISCUSSION

Illinois wild turkeys had a lower rate of parasitic infections
than reported for wild turkeys in other areas of the United States
(Maxfield et al. 1963, Prestwood 1968). 1Illinois turkeys are well
dispersed and densities may be lower than other populations studied.
This factor would reduce the chance of food and water contamination
by parasite ova passed in feces as well as reduce the chance of inter-
mediate hosts of some parasites becoming infected. Other reasons for
lower infections in Illinois birds may be due to climatic differences
in the study areas, such as average annual temperature and amounts of
rainfall. Ascaridia galli was the only parasite found more frequently
in Illinois turkeys than in birds of other study areas. This nematode
is common in domestic turkeys and chickens, and a high incidence of
this parasite in wild turkeys may be attributed to domestic fowl con-
taminating parts of the turkey range with ova passed in feces.

Parasitic infections were similar in turkeys from the three
Illinois counties except that trematodes were found only in Jackson
County and the single Hymenolepis sp. found in Alexander County. The
three counties are adjacent and the turkey population is essentially
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