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ABSTRACT

A new species of gastrotrich from
a small glacial remnant pond in north=-
eastern Illineois is reported.

INTRODUCTION

The genus Dasydytes was created by Gosse (1851) to
include two species tEat he believed to be rotifers. GStokes
(1887), however, reccgnized that the two species of Dasydytes
described by Gosse, as well as one described by himsell,
belonged to the phylum Gastrotricha rather than the phylum
Rotifera, Only two of the dozen or so described species in
the genus Dasydytes, D. saltitans Stokes (1887) and D. ooeides
Brunson (1350), have Deen previously reported from the TAited
States. Besides these two formally named species, Krivanek
and Krivanek (1960) reported the discovery of one or more new
species of Dasydytes from Louislana.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

Water, detritus, vepetation and sediment samples were
taken from a small eutrophic, glacial remnant pond in north-
eastern Illinois., In the laboratory, the samples were trans=
fered from wide mouthed pint collecting jars te glass stacking
dighes, The samples were observed using a dissecting micro-
scope at 40 X. Gastrotrichs were extracted from the samples
using a Pasteur pipette with a finely drawn tip. Ansesthet-
ization was accomplished by placing the animal in a small
drop of water on & glass microscope slide along with a small
amount of crystalline cocaine hydrochloride (Robbins, 1965).
The gastrotrichs were fixed by inverting the slide over a
bottle that contained a 2% solution of osmic acid (in water}
for a period of ten segonds (Brunson, 1959). Peymanent mounts
were made using a variation of the glycerine jelly mounting
method described by Pennak (1953}, In using this method,
glycerine jelly was heated to 45°C to liquify it. A small
amount of the liquified jelly was transfered to a microscope
slide that had Heen placed on a hotplate set at uL°C, A
fixed gastrotrich was picked up, using an Irwin loop, and
submerged into the ligquified glycerine Jelly. A cover slip
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Fig. 1. Dasydytes monile, Sp. Nov.
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