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ABSTRACT

A type section is designated for the Yankeetown, Fm. (Upper Mississippian), a
predominantly clastic unit exposed in southwestern Illinois and southeastern
Missouri. The type section consists of exposures in the SE 1/4 NE 1/4 NE 1/4 NE
1/4 Sec. 26, N 1/2 NW 1/4 NW 1/4 Sec. 25, und S 1/2 SW 1/4 5W 1/4 Sec. 24,
T.48., R. 9W., Monroe County, Illinois.

TEXT

The Yunkeetown Formation was named by Stuart Weller (1913) from ex-
posures near Yankeetown School in the southeast corner of Monroe County,
Illinois. The Yankeetown Formation conformably overlies the Renault Forma-
tion, with which it interfingers in places. and is conformably overlain by the Paint
Creek Formation, Weller (1913) described the Yankeetown Formation as a light
buff to white, dominantly siliceous unit with lesser amounts of siliceous to sandy
limestones and quartzitic rock. The Yankeetown Formation according to Weller
and Weller (1939) consists largely of {ine-grained sandstone that has been altered
by long term weathering to a sandy chert or “quartzite”. In addition, avers of
shale are described and in places thin limestones are said to be present. The
limestone is decribed by Weller and Weller (1939) as “varying from dense and
siliceous to coarsely crystalline and arenaceous”. The bedding of the Yankeetown
Formation has been described as even to very irregular (Weller, 1913 and Weller
and Weller, 1939}, Willman, et al. (1975) dcscribe the Yankeetown Formation as
a sundstone-shale unit in southwestern Tllinois.

Stuart Weller (1913) did not designate a type section for the Yankeetown but
stated that “some excellent and ypical exposures of the formation may be secn in
the region about Yankectown School”. Yankectown School was located in the NE
1/4 SE 1/4 SE 1/4 Sec. 26, T. 45., R. 9 W., Monroc County, Illinois {see Renault
15" Quadrangle map}, although it is no longer present at that site. Weller and
Weller {1939) stated that “the Yankeetown Chert is well-exposed along the road
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CUADRANGLE LOCATION

Figure L. Part of the Ames Quadrangle. Targe circle shows location of the type section of the
Yankeetown Fui, Small cirele shows Incation of expusures of the upper contact of the
Yankeotown Fm. at the base ol the tyvpe section of the Paint Creck Fm,
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Yankeetown

Sandstene, siltstone, and limestone, chert-like;
; Sandstone cheri-like in part, light gray to
= gravish-white, medium to fine grained, medium
ke bedded, ripple-marked and cToss-bedded;
© Siltstone chert-like, light gray and gravish
= white to light brom, thin-bedded, jrregularly
n bedded, much fractursd; Limestone, sandy,
> gray to light gray, thick-bedded and cross-

bedded, cavernous, fossiliferous,

g Shale, gray to greenish-gray and purplish-gray,
o soft, fissile.
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Geologic columan of expusures at the type locality of the Yankeetown Formation in the

SE 1iA NE 1:4 NE 14 NE 144 Sec. 26, N 1:2

NW T NW 14 NW B Sec. 95, and

5 12 5W 14 SW 144 See. 24, T. 4 5., B9 W, Monrtoe County, Hlineis,



