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ABSTRACT

Specimens of calcareous sponges collected from Glen Dean, Menard, and
Clore limestones (Chesterian) of southern Illinois and western Kentucky were
identified as Regispongia contorta (King). These specimens represent the first
reported occurrence of this genus and species in the Illinois Basin. They lived in a
low energy, shallow marine shelf environment on a muddy bottom.

INTRODUCTION

Specimens of calcareous sponges were collected from the Glen Dean Lime-
stone just upstream from the boat ramp, along the south side of the Ohio River, at
Carrsville, Livingston County, Kentucky: from the Menard Limestone in the rail-
road cut just north of the railroad tunnel near Flatwoods, Johnson County, Illinois;
and from a limestone in the Clore Formation in a draw about one mile northeast of
Saratoga, Union County, Illinois {Center line NE 48W 4 SE %4 Sec. 31, T, 118, R.1
E.) in southern Illinois and western Kentucky. These specimens were identified as
Regispongia contorta (King) based on their wall structure, wall thickness, shapes
and size. They represent the first recorded occurrence of the genus and species in
the Illinois Basin {Figures 1 and 2).
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Figure 1. Columnar Section showing collecting levels (°). Swann, 1963
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Figure 2. Locality Map showing collecting sites (4 5.












